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The Tenth Commandment-B 
Exodus 20:17 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, 
nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s (Exodus 20:17). 

Review 

 One of the dangers of studying the law comes when there is a limited 
amount of success in keeping it.  We might feel that we are now demon 
free.  But, as William Hendriksen wrote, “…harmlessness is not the same 
as holiness.  Desisting from wrong differs by a whole heaven from being 
a blessing.”   We must not allow our house to remain empty; otherwise 1

we’ll be demon free but open for business.  We must be indwelt by the 
Spirit of God (Romans 8:11) which is evidenced by faith in Christ for the 
forgiveness of our lawlessness. 
 According to Vines, covet or epithumeo means to fix the desire upon 
(epi, upon, used intensively, thumos, passion).   It means to long for or lust 2

after.  Usually the word ‘covet’ is used with the meaning to covet evilly.  In 
Hebrew, the word is Hamad.  It refers to an inordinate, ungoverned, selfish 
desire.  3

Adam and Eve (food was pleasant to the eyes and desirable); Ahab 
sullen and vexed, sulking on his bed because he couldn’t have the vineyard 
he wanted; David’s escapades with Bathsheba; Paul uses coveting as an 
example of the sin that revealed to him that he was spiritually dead. 

We discussed the road to covetousness and how covetousness is a 
consequence of a lack of contentment with the allotment of God’s 
providence in our lives.  Paul wrote: 

 William Hendriksen, The Gospel of Matthew (Baker Book House, 1973), p. 540.1

 Vines Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (Macdonald Publishing), p. 254.2

 Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, Volume 1 (Moody Press, 1980), p. 295.3
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Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in 
whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, 
and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I 
have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound 
and to suffer need (Philippians 4:11). 

Pursuing Contentment   

 Since lack of contentment is the primary stumbling block in regard to 
this commandment, how does one attain (or at very least pursue) 
contentment?  I would like to finish instruction on this commandment by 
borrowing from the 17th century English Puritan, Thomas Vincent’s, Family 
Instructional Guide,  which gives instructions on how we may approach 4

contentment.   

Godliness 

First, by attaining true godliness, to which alone true 
contentment is accompanied.  

Paul writes to Timothy that,  

Godliness with contentment is great gain (1 Timothy 6:6).  

What is godliness but the earnest, heartfelt effort to obey God’s 
commandments because they are wise and good.  The person who trusts 
Jesus as Savior will certainly trust Him as Lord.  How inconsistent to trust 
Christ with your eternal soul but not trust Him with our ethics and virtues.  
Seeking godliness, therefore, applies to the pursuit of every commandment.   

A life full of sin is a breeding ground of discontent which leads to 
covetousness which precedes all other sins and their attending 
devastations.  It may be true that perfection in this life will never be found, 
but if we don’t know-if we cannot agree upon-that which is right, then we 
will not even be moving in the correct direction. 

I hesitate to quote football coaches, but I believe Vince Lombardi was 
onto something when he said: 

 Vincent, Thomas, A Family Instructional Guide, (Escondido, CA: Ephesians Four Group) 1999.4
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Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase perfection we can 
catch excellence.  

…for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 
for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are 
in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still 
more (1 Thessalonians 4:9, 10). 

God’s Providence 

Secondly, by being fully persuaded of, seriously and 
understandingly eyeing the wise and good hand of God’s 
providence in his disposal of us, and bringing any affliction 
upon us.  

Job writes,  

The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the 
name of the LORD (Job 1:21). 

 The Psalmist also records,  

I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are right, And that in 
faithfulness You have afflicted me (Psalm 119:75).    

2 Corinthians 4:4 (referring to Satan as the God of this age aionos) is 
often understood as if Satan is god, or a god or some form of deity.  That I 
(or an entire culture or world) make something or someone my god does 
not transform it/him/her into an actual god.  We will not move in the 
direction of contentment apart from acknowledging God’s hands, even in 
our darkest and most severe moments. 

Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but 
painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness to those who have been trained by it 
(Hebrews 12:11). 
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 The Fatherly chastening of God continues until we draw our last 
breath.  It’s ultimate aim is utter and unique dependence upon Christ in 
whom the peaceable fruit of righteousness is found.  It is God’s goal in our 
lives and He is unwavering in His pursuit of it.  This speaks closely to the 
next call. 

God’s Benevolence 

Thirdly, by trusting in God’s promise to cause all things, even 
the worst things that can befall us, to work together for our 
good.  

There is not a thing that transpires in our lives that is not part of the 
divine orchestration of God for our ultimate well being.  Paul writes,  

And we know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose (Romans 8:28).  

 We often read this verse as if there something out there that we will 
finally like or see to be good.  We should rather recognize that we currently 
have this promise this very moment.  The riches of heaven belong to us.  
Our Lord orchestrates the course of events that we might begin to catch 
glimpses of a current truth.  Is there a glorious future?  Without question.  
But we need to begin to appreciate that for a child of God, the present is a 
gift from God as well. 
 Why this is so difficult for us is found in the next charge. 

Humility  

Fourth, by humility, and a deep sense of our undeservings 
and ill deservings at God’s hands for our sins.  

As one great reformed theologian stated, “You have no concept of the 
depth of your sin.”  Do our attitudes reflect Jacob’s sentiment?   

I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the 
truth which You have shown Your servant (Genesis 32:10).  
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And again in Daniel,  

O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, 
and our fathers, because we have sinned against You (Daniel 
9:8).   

  
We will find that we will covet less when we realize that God owes us 

nothing but judgment and grants us, as His children, nothing but mercy. 

Perspective 

Fifth, by looking to others better than ourselves, who have 
been lower in the world and more afflicted than we have 
been.  

The Scriptures teach that our Savior had no where to lay his head.  
We read in Hebrews that those, of whom the world was not worthy, had no 
certain dwelling place, many of them were destitute, afflicted, and 
tormented.   

Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of 
mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, 
were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented—38 of whom the world was not worthy. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the 
earth (Hebrews 11:35-38). 

 We are told that all these obtained a good testimony through faith.  
The discontent which leads to covetousness is an odd thing when it comes 
to our condition in this life.   
 As a child I recall being so happy to have been given a bike, even 
though it had no tires.  I rode it on its rims.  It was incredibly loud.  You can 
imagine the irritating sound.  It didn’t bother me.  At seven years old I had 
a bike.  The screeching did quite bothered the neighbors though and it 
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didn’t take long after that for me to get a bike with tires.  In time I wanted 
one with a banana seat and high-ride handlebars and gears. 
 Then of course I got older and wanted a car, any car.  My first was a 
fifteen year old Oldsmobile Dynamic 88 I bought for $125.00.  It was 
awesome-for a while.  It is weaved into our psyche to grow rapidly 
discontent.  It requires a special type of maturity to appreciate.  We, along 
with our children, scoff at the old saying, “I cried because I had no shoes 
until I saw a child with no feet.”   

We work with and bring our young people to orphanages and rescue 
missions and third-world countries to help.  We hope there will be the 
collateral benefit of learning to appreciate what we/they have.  But that 
seems so elusive.  We are a bit spoiled.  But I do pray that it is a well-placed 
chastisement as we meditate upon the relative ease of our current condition 
as compared to that great cloud of witnesses.   

We are so easily ensnared, the Scriptures teach (Hebrews 12) as we 
seek to run our race.  We all say we want to be like Jesus (at least I hope) 
but we are not willing to endure what He endured. 

For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners 
against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in 
your souls (Hebrews 12:3). 

 Contentment is approached when we begin to consider our spiritual 
lineage and the exacting means by which God made holy, those who went 
before us and were superior to us. 
 We will continue this list in our next meeting.  For now, let us not lose 
sight of the grace which informs us that it is not our success in keeping 
these commandments which brings us favor before God.  In the midst of 
this call to holy living and the inspiration of others, we are reminded that 
we do not fix our eyes on our success for peace with God.  We are rather to 
fix our eyes upon Jesus, who granted us faith and preserves us in faith.  
And it is in this faith alone that we have peace with God. 
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Questions for Study and Meditation 

1. What is the primary flaw in our character that leads to covetousness? 

2. What is godliness and how is it obtained? 

3. How does a proper understanding of God’s providence lead to 
contentment? 

4. Why is God’s benevolence encouraging to Christians? 

5. In what way can humility contribute to contentment? 

6. What does it mean to have a proper “perspective” regarding our 
condition? 
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