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The Tenth Commandment-C 
Exodus 20:17 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, 
nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s (Exodus 20:17). 

Review 

 In quick review we discussed how one of the dangers of studying the 
law comes when there is a limited amount of success in keeping it.  We 
might feel that we are now demon free.  We must not allow our house to 
remain empty otherwise, as Jesus taught, we’ll be demon free but open for 
business.  We must be indwelt by the Spirit of God (Romans 8:11) which is 
evidenced by faith in Christ for the forgiveness of our lawlessness. 
 We also focused on the notion that coveting is a sin of thought.  It 
means to fix the desire upon, generally in an evil sense.  It is what is going 
on in our mind and heart prior to other evils.  Adam and Eve beheld the 
food that was pleasant to the eyes and desirable; Ahab sullen and vexed, 
sulked on his bed because he couldn’t have the vineyard he wanted; David 
desired Bathsheba.  Paul cited coveting as the sin that revealed to him that 
he was spiritually dead. 

We discussed the road to covetousness and how covetousness is a 
consequence of a lack of contentment with the allotment of God’s 
providence in our lives.  Since lack of contentment is the primary 
stumbling block in regard to this commandment, how does one attain (or at 
very least pursue) contentment?  We then began to take advantage of the 
17th century English Puritan, Thomas Vincent’s, Family Instructional Guide,  1

which gives instructions on how we may approach contentment.   

First, by attaining true godliness, to which alone true 
contentment is accompanied.  

Secondly, by being fully persuaded of, seriously and 
understandingly eyeing the wise and good hand of God’s 

 Vincent, Thomas, A Family Instructional Guide, (Escondido, CA: Ephesians Four Group) 1999.1
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providence in his disposal of us, and bringing any affliction 
upon us.  

Thirdly, by trusting in God’s promise to cause all things, even 
the worst things that can befall us, to work together for our 
good.  

Fourth, by humility, and a deep sense of our undeservings 
and ill deservings at God’s hands for our sins.  

Fifth, by looking to others better than ourselves, who have 
been lower in the world and more afflicted than we have 
been.  

 That ends the review.  We continue: 
  
Heavenly Minded 

Sixth, by laboring so much the more to abound in spiritual 
riches, the less we have of temporal; and if we have no earthly 
inheritance to secure our right to, living by faith upon our 
heavenly inheritance; hereby the poorest some become the 
richest, and those that have most outward trouble have most 
inward joy.   

As Christians our treasure must be that which has the most value.  
For the things which have the most value, God gives in abundance.  Even 
though it is not very Christian to be anti-material, we must realize that 
material things can be taken from us at any moment.  We must, therefore, 
set our hearts on that which is eternal.  

…but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also (Matthew 6:20, 21). 

 This is not to suggest we should not enjoy those things God has given 
for our physical, daily sustenance.  We should pray for our daily bread and 
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enjoy eating it.  But it is just too easy for our possessions to possess us.  Let 
us not grab our ownings (whether possessions or relationships) with a 
clenched fist.  Let our hands always be opened to the possibility that God 
will desire, in His infinite wisdom and power, to remove something we 
think we need.  Consider Abraham and Isaac!  This relates to the next. 

Earthly Destiny 

Seventh, considering how we brought nothing into the world, 
and that we can carry nothing with us out of it.   

We must keep everything in perspective.  There a bumper sticker that 
was popular for a while which read, He Who Dies With The Most Toys Wins.  
I always thought a more reasonable one would read, He Who Dies With The 
Most Toys Is Dead.  As Job records,  

Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I 
return there. (Job 1:21).   

Paul instructs his young protégé in the ministry, 

For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we 
can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing, with 
these we shall be content (1 Timothy 6:7, 8).  

 It seems little kids are most ill-behaved when they go to Disneyland.  
They allow their lust for enjoyment bring out the worst in them.  I recall 
walking through Disneyland and hearing this small child screaming and 
crying for a Mickey Mouse hate!  The mom very casually informed her 
child that he was about to get a Mickey Mouse spanking.   

We must be careful not to be babes in this respect.  In the four score 
God granted us on this earth, we ought not allow His gifts to bring out the 
worst in us.  Glitter pulls on our hearts.  Again, this can be material 
possessions or even relationships.  The other day I saw a small group of 
boys about thirteen or fourteen sitting in the parking lot in Hollywood 
Riviera with their skateboards.  They looked very hip and they were pretty 
good skaters.  As a kid I would have strongly desired to be part of that 
group.  We think we’re more mature than that now.  But that type of 
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thinking still exists in the heart of adults as well. 
Example of Christ 

Eighth, by going to Christ to teach us the lesson of universal 
contentment, and fetching strength from him to exercise this 
grace in every condition.   

We must continually go to Christ and learn from Him.  His promises 
are great and His promises are sure.  If we are going to have any chance at 
moving in the right direction, of walking in the light rather than overcome 
by the darkness (1 John 1:5-7) we must avail ourselves of the means of 
grace.  Prayer, the preaching of the word and participation in the 
sacraments (baptism and the Lord’s Supper) have fallen on tough times.  
They barely make the list of those things necessary for Christian living.  It’s 
been said: 

Preaching is not a powerless human explanation of the 
biblical text, for the Spirit accompanies it so that God’s Word 
achieves its purposes (Isa. 55:10–11). Prayer is more than 
empty words; it establishes communion between us and the 
Creator, thereby empowering us for belief and faithful, 
effective service (James 5:16b–18). Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper are not mere memorials that we do simply because 
Jesus tells us to do them; rather, we participate mysteriously 
in Christ Himself when by faith we take part in these 
ordinances (1 Cor. 10:16).  2

 These are the means that God has chosen to keep us close to Christ in 
light of His ascension.  We should seek to be consistent and faithful in 
them.  

Beloved, covetousness is a sin whose food is discontent and whose 
symptoms are ruin and destruction.  I pray that we would all have the ears 
to hear and eyes to see the graciousness of God’s grace.  I pray that in our 
headlong pursuit of those things in this world, some which are good and 
proper, we would never lose sight of the beauty of today and the glory of 
God’s providence in every small and wondrous creature and event that 

 https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/means-of-grace/2

!  5

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%252055.10%25E2%2580%259311
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%25205.16b%25E2%2580%259318
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%2520Cor.%252010.16


crosses our paths.  Before we attempt to change the world to suit our 
fancies, let our hearts be changed to delight in the Lord, that He might give 
us the desires of a sanctified heart according to His infinite wisdom and 
goodness.  

A Buffeting 

 Before we conclude this series on the Ten Commandments I would 
like to make two more observations as it relates to our perseverance in 
seeking to walk in them.  The first has to do with the following two verses, 
both written by the Apostle Paul.  In his efforts to walk faithfully he wrote 
of himself: 

…but I buffet (hypopiazo, to strike or wear down) my body 
and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to 
others, I myself should be disqualified (1 Corinthians 9:27). 

 This effort to do what we ought, rather than what we feel, should be 
a lifelong endeavor for a Christian.  But God has not left us at the mere 
disposal of our own discipline.  When it came to pride, Paul’s self-
discipline seemed insufficient.  So what did God pull from His holy satchel 
to address Paul’s pride? 

And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance 
of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a 
messenger of Satan to buffet (kolaphize, to beat or strike) me, 
lest I be exalted above measure (2 Corinthians 12:7). 

Where we may be inept and grow weary in our pursuit of holiness, 
God is without fatigue.  And He utilizes all of creation, included evil and 
the devil himself, to sanctify us.  As Augustine stated,  

“the poison of pride...cannot be cured except by poison.” 

Calvin states,  

But what does this mean -- that Satan, who was a manslaver 
from the beginning was a physician to Paul, and that too, not 
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merely in the cure of the body, but -- what is of greater 
importance -- the cure of  the soul?  I answer, that Satan, in 
accordance with his disposition and custom, had nothing else 
in view than to kill and to destroy, and that the goad, that 
Paul makes mention of, was dipt in deadly poison; but that it 
was a special kindness from the Lord, to render medicinal 
what was in its own nature deadly. 

Similarly, after Joseph was mistreated by his brothers, sold into 
slavery, endured false accusations and imprisonment understood who was 
ultimately in control.  

And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it 
for good in order to bring about this present result, to 
preserve many people alive (Genesis 50:20). 

Justification by… 

 We have now studied the Ten Commandments.  And although we 
have spent numerous weeks in them, we have only scratched the surface of 
the fullness of God’s law.  As we conclude our devotions here, let us be 
reminded of how we are to think of the law.  The apostle Paul treats law in 
some detail in Galatians.   

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law 
but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ 
Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh 
shall be justified (Gal. 2:16). 

Justification 

 If we place the law of God in the wrong category of our redemption, 
the consequences are critical.  I cannot think of too many things in 
Christianity, in life, more important than understanding justification by 
faith.  What is justification?  Justification is a forensic or legal declaration of 
acquittal; to be justified means to have the confidence that no one can bring 
an eternal charge against us as God’s elect (Romans 8:33).   

To be justified means that nothing can separate us from the love of 
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Christ—not tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword.  To be justified means that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Justification is a 
wonderful thing. 
 So how is one justified?  The verse just cited teaches us that we are 
not justified by the works of the law.  In other words, justification has 
nothing to do with our character, our intellect, our morality, our presence of 
mind, the meritorious nature of our own faith, or any other attribute or 
quality we may possess.  Romans 8:33 teaches us that it is God who 
justifies.   
 If we are looking to any aspect of our own being for our justification, 
we err.  Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a 
curse for us.  That is to say, the condemnation we deserved, He took.  And 
the righteousness that He lived, we freely received.  The promise to 
Abraham was that through his seed all the nations of the world would be 
blessed.  And if we have been made right before God it is because of God 
fulfilling His promise through Christ Jesus. 
 Our best efforts to keep the law of God should, and will, yield better 
churches, families and nations.  But our best efforts to keep the law will 
also yield eternal damnation apart from a God given faith in Jesus Christ.  
And as much as we should desire to see strong churches, families and 
nations, what we should desire the law achieve even more is a hunger and 
passion for the cross of Christ.   
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Questions for Study and Meditation 

1. Discuss what it means to be “heavenly minded”. 

2. What is our earthly destiny and how should the govern our thinking? 

3. How does seek Christ for contentment? 

4. What is justification?  Why is this important? 

5. Discuss the role of the law with justification. 

6. How is one justified? 
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