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On This Rock 
Why The Gates of Hell Appear to Prevail 

Part Nine 
The Elements of Worship #4 

Public Confession; Tithes and Offerings 
Matthew 16:18, 19 

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven (Matthew 16:18, 19). 

Introduction 

 Understanding categories is critical to solid conclusions. And the lack 
of ability or willingness to pursue this has been the source of untold 
confusions.  There may be no topic where this has been more damaging 
than the way we understand the church.  We just went through a very 
tumultuous election.  Perhaps more than ever we find ourselves confronted 
with the issue of the separation of church and state and what that means.  
This is as confusing to Christians as it is to the world. 
 On one side of the spectrum you have Christians who interpret 
“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s” (Mark 12:17) as if Jesus means there are certain venues outside 
of God’s jurisdiction.  On the other side of the spectrum there are those 
who would turn the church into a political lobby or party, which would 
likely be disastrous.  If we learned anything from the Holy Roman Empire, 
it is that the church will inevitably descends into corruption when it 
becomes a sword-bearing institution.   
 So we need to grasp categories.  Three major categories which seem 
to come to the fore when it comes to Biblically legitimate institutions are 
the church, the state and the family.  There may be limited intersecting of 
these institutions, and even some influencing of one upon the other.  One 
would hope the church would be a good influence on how to parent and 
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how to be a good citizen.  But keeping these distinctions and their 
respective jurisdictions is of paramount importance for the welfare of the 
very institutions in question.  
 As stated, the church bearing the sword brought madmen into its 
midst.  The Marxist notion of the state raising children, resulted in a sort of 
secular, national idolatry with massive twentieth century bloodbaths.  And 
pure family based cultures produced Hatfield and McCoy feuds, 
vigilantism and an extraction of those who should be numbered as the 
body of Christ by Christ’s own definition of who or what constitutes a 
member of His spiritual family (Matthew 12:50). 
 In summary, it is best for each institution, and it is best for those who 
are part of those institutions, and it is most honoring to God to seek His 
wisdom in terms of how this world is to be governed.  These distinctions 
and jurisdictions must be observed. The state should not be the head of the 
church, the church should not be the head of the family and the family 
should not be the head of the state, but Christ is, and is to be, head of all.  1

 Jesus is the “King of kings and Lord of Lords” (Revelation 19:16).  
He is the “ruler over the kings of the earth” (Revelation 1:5).  When Jesus 
was raised from the dead He sat at the right hand of the Father where He 
has “all rule and authority and power and dominion” (Ephesians 1:21).  I 
believer Abraham Kuyper is correct in saying:     

There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human 
existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, 
does not cry, Mine! 

How does this relate to our current topic, On This Rock, Why The Gates 
of Hell Appear to Prevail?  Not to go too far into detail, since I’ve done a 
review many times, but here I would focus on the means by which God has 
determined to present Christ to a fallen world that the gates of hell would 
be imposed upon in all domains.  First and foremost, Christ is presented by 
the message preached (1 Corinthians 1:22; Romans 10:17).  And the 
institution primarily responsible to ensure that message be preached and 
remain unadulterated is the church. 

When the early church gathered and “continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 

 It is here that people get confused because they think Christ is synonymous with the church.  He is not.1
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prayer…and the Lord added to the church daily those who were being 
saved” (Acts 2:42, 47), we must be conclude that those saved people 
became more godly family members and citizens.  They did not remain the 
same, nor was their godliness restricted to their behavior among how they 
functioned as church members.   

The gates of hell indiscriminately seek to plant their posts in every 
domain of human existence.  When the church is faithful to its call, 
Christians will provide fruit, light, salt, wisdom, love and the goodness of 
God in all those domains.  This begins with the church. 

The primary means by which God redeems and strengthens His 
people is by gathering them together that they might be fed in the 
assembly of the saints.  We are currently asking what should happen in the 
assembly-in the worship service. 

First, there is the Call to Worship, where God gathers His people.  It is 
God who initiates by His word.  Second, there is the recognition of our 
fallen estate wherein we confess our sins and need for redemption which is 
found in Christ.  We then hear the wonderful words of pardon-your faith has 
saved you. Third, we respond to this by praising His name in song. 

Congregational Reading 

In order for the service to truly function as a means of grace and 
strengthening, we must participate.  It is not a show put on by the people 
up front.  One should not expect to be blessed if they are inactive any more 
than one gets in shape by merely showing up at the gym.  There is the 
hearing of the call, prayer, confession and singing.  There is also an 
opportunity to verbalize what we believe.   

When Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and 
all the judgments, 

…all the people answered with one voice and said, ‘All the 
words which the Lord has said we will do’ (Exodus 24:3). 

 It creates and fosters a bond of unity when we, as the body of Christ, 
“speak the same thing” (1 Corinthians 1:10), when we have a unified and 
uniform testimony.  It may be the Apostles’ Creed or the Nicene Creed or a 
selected passage from Scripture or the catechism.  It is an opportunity to 
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confess with our mouths before God and men what we believe (Romans 
10:9; Matthew 10:31).    

Tithes and Offerings 

 The corporate reading is followed by worshiping God in tithes and 
offerings.  This is to be understood as part of worship.  In the Old Covenant 
there was a receptacle within the “house of the Lord” (2 Kings 12:9) 
designed for an offering.  It was while Jesus was teaching in the temple 
(Mark 12:35) that we see offerings taking place culminating with the well-
known story of widow’s mite (Mark 12:42). 
 It is quite unpopular and it certainly has been abused, but the 
fulfillment of the Great Commission carries economic concerns.  Simply 
put, Paul wrote that “those who preach the gospel should live from the 
gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:14).  God had determined in the Old Covenant 
that the economic commitment by His church to advance His kingdom was 
a tithe (which means tenth-Malachi 3:8).   

This is not repealed in the New Covenant.  When Jesus chastises the 
scribes and Pharisees for neglecting the weightier matters of the law yet 
being very particular in their tithing, He does not dismiss the necessity of 
the tithe.  “Justice and mercy and faith” (the weightier matters) they 
“ought to have done, without leaving the others” (the tithe) 
“undone” (Matthew 23:23).     
 More can be said regarding tithes and offerings, for now we should 
recognize that it is part of the liturgy and a response in faithfulness to the 
grace of God in providing for our needs.  The tithe should be used 
specifically for the work of the church.  An offering is distinct in that it may 
be used for other legitimately ministerial matters.   

The Apostle Paul makes use of this distinction where in 1 Corinthians 
he appeals to the law in terms of the tithe (1 Corinthians 9:8) and to the 
“sincerity of your love” (2 Corinthians 8:8) in reference to an offering.  
Although everything belongs to God (Psalm 24:1), God considers the 
withholding of the tithes and offerings as thievery. 

Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, 
‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings 
(Malachi 3:8). 
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 It can be very difficult to objectively measure spiritual maturity.  
Where is the western church lacking when it comes to its potency is 
subduing the gates of hell?  Are we weak in prayer?  Is it our hidden sins?  
Our lack of love? Our lack of wisdom? Certainly it can include all of these 
things, but they are hard to measure.  What is not difficult to measure is 
how western evangelicalism, often in the name of the increased grace of the 
New Covenant, instead of giving a tithe (ten percent) gives approximately 
two percent.  It seems that it should be just the opposite.  The greater the 
grace, the greater the response. 
 Perhaps therein lies the problem.  Perhaps we are not fully preaching 
and enjoy the unfettered grace of God in Christ.  As we examine the 
elements of worship and our own shortcomings in virtually every category, 
let us be reminded that we gather as a pardoned people.  That we are not 
saved by works either moral or ceremonial.  We are saved by the blood of 
Christ and that alone.  Let us pray that in our study of, and intention to 
walk in, the wisdom of God’s word, we never stray from that message.  Let 
it subdue our hearts as we prepare to approach His holy table.   
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Questions for Study 

1. Why is it important to understand categories before drawing 
conclusions (page 2)? 

2. What are two extremes held by both the world and the church when 
it comes to the separation of church and state (pages 2, 3)? 

3. What are the three main institutions found in Scripture (page 2)? 

4. Why is it good to recognize the distinctions and jurisdictions found in 
those institutions (pages 2, 3)? 

5. Is the notion of Christ being head of all in conflict with the separation 
of church and state?  Explain (page 3). 

6. What is the primary institution ordained by God to preserve and 
present the gospel and fulfill the Great Commission?  How is that 
institution primarily grown and strengthened (pages 3, 4)? 

7. What is a congregational reading and why is it important (page 4)? 

8. Are tithes and offerings biblical?  What is the distinction (pages 5, 6)? 
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