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On This Rock 
Why The Gates of Hell Appear to Prevail 

Part Six 
The Elements of Worship #1 

Gather My People 
Matthew 16:18, 19 

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven (Matthew 16:18, 19). 

Introduction 

 Prior to entering the ministry, and perhaps prior to being a Christian at all, 
I had a very different notion of a calling.  Being called to the ministry seemed 
both palpable and at the same time mysterious.  If you were called (at least the 
way I thought of it) it was certain, but not the way other things are certain.  It 
was magically certain.   

 I had similar thoughts about seminary.  Seminary was like a monastery-a 
place where one would live under rigorous religious vows-a place where God 
would speak and the candidate would learn to listen, learn to enjoy that peace 
and wisdom then impart it to others.  A seminary student would have a Moses-
like experience, hearing the voice of God then called to remove ones shoes for 
the holiness of the ground (Exodus 3:5), then bring that sacred news to the 
people  
 It was a bit off-putting when I arrived at seminary only to find classrooms, 
books and exams.  Not that there wasn’t an encouragement to pray, meditate on 
the word and seek alone time with God.  There certainly was some level of 
encouragement to engage in appropriate disciplines toward piety.  But alas, 
unlike like Moses my face refused to shine and I have yet been required to cover 
it with a veil (Exodus 34:35). 
 To this day I can feel the disappoint in the faces of those who ask me 
about my call to the ministry.  “When did you know you were called?  Explain 
that experience.”  My unremarkable answer will never capture the imagination 
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of a playwright for a Netflix original.  The short answer is, the call happened 
when the church made a literal phone call (a form of what is understood as the 
outward call).  After some soul-searching and hesitation, I thought it would be a 
good idea (a very rough form of what we might refer to as the inward call). 

You Have Been Called 

 I mention what might appear to be the almost mundane nature of a 
calling that we might begin to examine what it really is.  For there is actually 
nothing mundane about it.  It may feel mundane, but it is quite celestial.  How 
would you respond if asked about your calling?  For I submit that every one of 
you has been called.  Just what do I mean by that? 

The word call (kaleo), similar to the word church, has many definitions.  
There is an inward and outward call to the ministry, as I just described in very 
brief, rough terms.  Paul was “called” by God to be an apostle (1 Corinthians 
1:1).  There is also an outward call to the faith.  As Jesus taught,  “For many are 
called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14).  But there is also an inward call to 
the faith.  The term to describe this is Effectual Calling.     

There is a great and thorough definition of Effectual Calling in the tenth 
chapter of the Westminster Confession of Faith.  But in short, we begin to 
identify the effectual calling when we discover that we are in a state of sin and 
spiritual death.  There is a notion that things are not right.  But it doesn’t end 
there.   

We hear the word of God and the call repent, to believe on Christ for life 
everlasting is no longer odious but rather a fountain (even, as  in many, what 
appears to be a small fountain-a slight cup of refreshment), we can (at very least 
begin) to be assured of that inward and effectual calling.  This is the glorious 
calling to which the Apostle refers in Romans 8:30: 

Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He 
called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He 
also glorified (Romans 8:30). 

 I quite like the definition given by one of my seminary professors in his 
explanation of this effectual calling.  He called it an apparency (the property of 
being apparent).  The Bible uses various images to describe this.  The common 
images are that of blindness of deafness transitioning into the ability to see or 
hear.   
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One might think of a riddle that made no sense to you, but then it is 
explained and has become obvious.  So obvious that those who have been given 
sight can even grow frustrated with the lack of ability others have to see.  The 
Christian should never forget that whatever sight they have is itself a gift from 
above.  I don’t think it is a stretch to say that this is the most crucial of the 
various types of calls.   

But there is another call.  What we might refer to as a liturgical call.  This 
morning you heard this as the first portion of our church service.  This is often 
referred to as the Call To Worship.  This has been the way most theologians/
Christians throughout history have understood the order of events in a worship 
service to begin.  And for good reason.    

In our last meeting we discussed the mission of the church which is 
nothing less than the Great Commission.  We are called to make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing in the name of the Triune God and teaching obedience in the 
fullest spectrum of human existence.  The mission is a redeemed world-“every 
tribe, tongue and people and nation” (Revelation 5:9).  The mission is a 
transformed world. 

The Regulative Principle 

 This morning we discuss what has God prescribed for that body known as 
the church, that it might be equipped to fulfill this mission.  When we meet as 
the body of Christ, especially as it pertains to worship, what is supposed to 
happen?  Is this meeting left to the imaginations of men’s hearts, or has God 
determined how He is to be worshiped?  Is it true, the adage, that “It is not how 
you worship but who you worship?”  Or does God regulate such a sacred 
activity? 
 Does not the way we worship begin to tell us something about our 
thoughts toward the One to whom our worship is directed?  J. I. Packer makes 
the point that the Israelites began to think that it was acceptable to worship 
through frenzied debauchery when they had constructed a bull-calf as their 
god.   Their form of worship told us a bit about the one they worshiped. 1

 Today’s church may not be engaging in frenzied debauchery (though I 
must say I’ve seen some wild scenes in so-called Christian gatherings), but we 
may appear to have a very casual view of God based upon our casual 
disposition in worship.  Or we may appear to have an overly austere view of 
God based how painful the worship service experience may be.  I use the word 

 J. I. Packer, Knowing God (Intervarsity Press, 1973), p. 41.1
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appear because we are quite limited in knowing for certain what is happening in 
the heart of another person.  Some Sundays I may, or may not wear a tie.  That 
may be interpreted as my having a low view of worship, but it may be that I just 
have a low view of a tie. 
 But God has determined what is appropriate in terms of how He is to be 
worshiped, that we might ever be aware of the holy and august nature of the 
One we are approaching.  The term for this is the Regulative Principle.  In short, 
we are only to worship God (specifically in corporate worship) in a way that He 
has prescribed.  We are not to use our own imaginations or innovations in 
worship.  We see an example with the sons of Aaron: 

Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer 
and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized 
(zara-strange, alien) fire before the Lord, which he had not 
commanded them (Leviticus 10:1). 

 Notice that the passage does not tell them that God had forbidden it.  He 
simply had not commanded it.  We become so self-centered we think God is 
impressed with things we invent. We don’t understand God and He is seeking 
to help us in the way He regulates worship. 
 When I was a child, my friends and I would ride our bikes by the 
neighbor as he watered his lawn. If we got close he would squirt us with the 
hose.  It was a friendly gesture.  We liked it.  It was bonding.  One might even 
say it was a neighborly act of love.  When I got married I tried the hose trick as a 
demonstration of affection for my wife.  It did not have the desired effect.  My 
wife had to regulate how I would demonstrate my love and affection for her.  2

The Call To Worship 

 The first portion of the worship service is the Call To Worship.  In the 
service it is generally a direct reading from Scripture which both relates to the 
sermon and contains some attribute of God or something God has done to 
which we will have a response.  We will discuss the appropriate response in our 
next meeting, for now we will finish be discussing the appropriate nature of the 
call. 
 The call to worship is God calling us, not our calling Him.  Why is this 
appropriate?  What picture does this paint?  Do not the Scriptures exhort us to 

 I don’t think I really did this.  Ask my wife.  Her memory is better than mine.2
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“call on the name of the Lord” (Romans 10:13)?  We certainly are to call on the 
name of the Lord, but apart from God calling us first, this would never happen.  
The call to worship shows that it is God who initiates. 
 In the Old Covenant, recorded in the Old Testament, we see a period in 
history where God scatters His people due to their sin and rebellion.  But then 
God makes a promise of gathering them back to together.  And this promise 
anticipates the New Covenant, recorded in the New Testament which is fulfilled 
in Christ.   

Behold, I will gather them out of all countries where I have driven 
them in My anger, in My fury, and in great wrath; I will bring 
them back to this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely. 
38 They shall be My people, and I will be their God; 39 then I will 
give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, 
for the good of them and their children after them. 40 And I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away 
from doing them good; but I will put My fear in their hearts so 
that they will not depart from Me. 41 Yes, I will rejoice over them 
to do them good, and I will assuredly plant them in this land, with 
all My heart and with all My soul (Jeremiah 32:37-41). 

 We then read of Jesus teaching how this will come to pass in the form of a 
parable-the Parable of the Marriage Feast. 

And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and 
said: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who 
arranged a marriage for his son, 3 and sent out his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing 
to come. 4 Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those 
who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and 
fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the 
wedding.” ’ 5 But they made light of it and went their ways, one to 
his own farm, another to his business. 6 And the rest seized his 
servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. 7 But when the 
king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then he 
said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were 
invited were not worthy. 9 Therefore go into the highways, and as 
many as you find, invite to the wedding.’ 10 So those servants went 
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out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, 
both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man 
there who did not have on a wedding garment. 12 So he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding 
garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the 
servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him 
into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.”  3

 So we read here that the servants are called (similar to the Great 
Commission) to “go into the highways” and invite whomever to the wedding.  
We might be tempted to say the wedding is heaven but the parable doesn’t 
allow for such an interpretation.  Unless we’re going to assume a person can be 
damned after being in heaven.  No, the closest thing we have to a wedding like 
this, is the service of worship, where the word is preached and the Lord’s 
Supper is administered and enjoyed, even though not everyone is clothed in 
Christ. 
 In the Call to Worship, God calls us to Himself and He is to be presented 
through word and sacrament.  In Psalm 22:3 we learn that God inhabits the 
praises of His people.  Those who hear the message in the highways, do not 
remain in the highways, they are to join the feast.  There is a mobilization, a 
strengthening, of God’s people that prepares them to fulfill their mission when 
they obey this call.  

Gather the people together, men and women and little ones, and 
the stranger who is within your gates, that they may hear and that 
they may learn to fear the Lord your God and carefully observe all 
the words of this law, 13 and that their children, who have not 
known it, may hear and learn to fear the Lord your God as long as 
you live in the land which you cross the Jordan to 
possess” (Deuteronomy 31:12, 13). 

 What should be our initial response when confronted with the unique and 
special presence of Christ in this gathering?  We will discuss this in our next 
gathering. 
  

 The New King James Version. (1982). (Mt 22:1–14). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.3
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Questions for Study 

1. Discuss the various types of calls in Scripture.  In what ways have you 
been called (pages 2, 3)? 

2. What is Effectual Calling and what difference does it make in terms of our 
understanding of our redemption (pages 3, 4)? 

3. What is the Regulative Principle?  Why do you suppose this is so critical 
(pages 4, 5)? 

4. In the Call to Worship, who is calling whom (page 5)? 

5. Discuss how the promise made during the Old Covenant in the Old 
Testament is fulfilled in the New Covenant in Christ (pages 5-7). 

6. In the Parable of the Marriage Feast, are all those in attendance truly 
Christians?  Explain (pages 6, 7). 
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