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On This Rock 
Why The Gates of Hell Appear to Prevail 

Part Three 
An Entrusted Stewardship 

Matthew 16:18, 19 

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven 
(Matthew 16:18, 19). 

Introduction 

Years ago a science fiction movie came out named Stargate.  It was about 
this interstellar teleportation device found in pyramid in Egypt which lead to 
another planet or dimension.  Upon entering the pyramid one would come into 
contact with the stargate which lead to the other dimension.  Jesus said to “enter 
by the narrow gate” (Matthew 7:13) and by this we understand that gate to be 
Jesus Himself.  But what is the pyramid in which this gate is found?  I suggest 
that pyramid, in which the gate is found, is Christ’s church.   

Consider one of the first meetings of the early church: 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe 
came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together 
and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with 
glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day 
those who were being saved (Acts 2:42-47). 

  
 A great deal can be said of this passage.  What I’m seeking to isolate our 
thoughts on here is how the church was meeting and worshiping.  They were 
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functioning as a church, praising God, and it was in this context that God 
inclined the hearts of the surrounding community to view this as a favorable 
(charin-attractive, winsome) event.   
 It was through this community, this body, this structure, this temple (the 
Scriptures use many metaphors to describe the church) that the surrounding 
people found Christ and “were being saved”.   The gate is presented and found 
in a very unique and profound way within that pyramid, the church.  The 
church, therefore, assumes a great responsibility.  It is a daunting, yet glorious 
task.   

It is an entrusted stewardship.  And God has not left man to his own 
devices when it comes to the building and functioning of the pyramid.  Not only 
are we to be prayerfully, biblically accurate when it comes to the nature and 
presentation of the Gate Himself, God has given us blueprints in terms of the 
structure of the pyramid.  I am maintaining here that it is our lacking of 
attentiveness to those blueprints that have contributed to the weakness of the 
church when it comes to imposing itself on the “Gates of hell”.     
  
Review  

 We are currently in a series entitled On This Rock, Why The Gates of Hell 
Appear to Prevail.  We initially spoke of this remarkable promise and why it 
doesn’t appear to be happening in western evangelicalism.  Why do the gates of 
hell appear to be advancing or, at least, holding fast?  By the gates of hell is 
meant, according to Calvin, “all the power of Satan”.  He went on to explain  1

…let us learn, on the other hand, that this promise is, as it were, 
the sound of a trumpet, calling us to be always ready and prepared 
for battle. By the word gates (πύλαι) is unquestionably meant 
every kind of power and of weapons of war.  2

 If were are in a current slump, it is due (at least in large part) to the fact 
that the promise is made in regard to church (the gates of hell will not prevail 
against the church).  Is the church operating properly as the church, is the 
question we are asking.   

 Calvin, J., & Pringle, W. (2010). Commentary on a Harmony of the Evangelists Matthew, Mark, and Luke (Vol. 2, pp. 291–292). 1

Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.

 Calvin, J., & Pringle, W. (2010). Commentary on a Harmony of the Evangelists Matthew, Mark, and Luke (Vol. 2, pp. 291–292). 2

Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.
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 We also concluded that the “rock” on which this church is built is Christ 
Himself as the cornerstone and the “apostles and prophets” (Ephesians 2:2), that 
is the word of God, through which the rock is rightly understood.   

An Entrusted Stewardship 

 But it is the church which has an entrusted stewardship.  In the Old 
Testament God committed word(s) to the nation of Israel which was His Old 
Covenant church.  Paul writes that to the Jews  

Were commited (episteuthesan-entrusted) the oracles (logia—
words or sayings) of God (Romans 3:2). 

 In the same way, in the New Testament/Covenant, God has committed His 
word to the church. Writings are given to, and proclaimed through, the churches.  
We must own and take responsibility for that stewardship.  “Stewardship” 
oikonomian carries the idea of the management of that which belongs to someone 
else.  God has entrusted His word, His ministry, to the church. 
 There was a time when this was much more obvious than it is today.  
Changing environments and cultures often change our perceptions of how things 
should be defined and what we should be seeking.  Throughout history, for 
example, marriage was about survival.  Husbands, wives, children were 
necessary to maintain the fields.  Romance was nice, but played second-fiddle to 
survival.   
 There was a time was obviously necessary for the message of the gospel 
(the application of redemption) to move from generation to generation.  
Gutenberg had a radical affect upon that with movable type and the printing of 
books, periodicals and newspapers.  In the one hundred and fifty years, the 
radio, the television had a its own massive impact on our perceived need for the 
church.   

Perhaps none of those inventions have had the influence of the internet 
when it comes to abandoning the entrusted stewardship given to the church.  
When settle for your own pastor, when you can access sermons from the best 
preachers on earth and in history on the internet?  
 All of this has contributed to the general consumer mentality when it 
comes to the church experience.  The most common dialogue surrounding the 
church is how much we got out of it.  Now this should be happening.  That is, we 
all should be getting something out of it.  But do the living stones lament that 
they are not getting enough out of the very temple they are constructing?  All this 
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to say that, for all these reasons and more, that we are forgetting that we, as the 
church, have been entrusted with this stewardship. 

Paul did not send his letters to the seminaries, the local publishers, 
newspapers or para-church organizations.  The letters were sent to churches and 
pastors who were to faithfully proclaim the message of the gospel that Jesus died 
to save sinners.  This is not to say that none of those other ministerial type 
organizations have no function at all or shouldn’t exist.  It is to say that God has 
entrusted His ministry to the church, so other organizations (even seminaries) 
ought not operate independently from the church.   

Furthermore, an environment was to be created in the church where those 
who visit are, as Paul wrote are “convicted (elenchetai-brought to light and 
convinced) by all…and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and 
report that God is truly among you” (1 Corinthians 14:24, 25). 
 It was to the elect of God, though scattered, still meeting as churches that 
Peter instructs them to be “good stewards of the manifold grace of God” (1 
Peter 4:10).  Paul, in 1 Corinthians 9:17 says that he was “entrusted with the 
stewardship of preaching the gospel.”  And in 1 Thessalonians 2:4 he writes that 
they had been “approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel.”   
 What this stewardship looks like will be the subject of this series.  
Everything from participation in worship and service, what should be happening 
in a church service, selecting of leaders in the church, willingness to confront sin 
and error in the church and much more.  But I will finish now just with this.  The 
overwhelming earmark of the church, its defining and identifying characteristic 
should be the love, praise and worship of the true God along with the love and 
fellowship of the saints, one with another. 
 It’s been a long time since I was a visitor in a church.  But my son is going 
away to school and visited a church.  I asked him how it was.  He described the 
event, in particular the worship, as something everybody seemed invested in and 
contagious.  Obviously, within the boundaries of that which is true and biblical, 
God has entrusted us all as ambassadors in that respect. 
 If someone came to church and looked at only you as you prayed, sang, 
listened, would your participation convict them?  Would it bring the light of 
Christ to them in such a way that they would say “Truly is among you?” 
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Questions for Study 

1. Discuss in what respect Jesus is the gate and the church the pyramid. 

2. What was happening in the early church when led to many people 
being saved? 

3. What has God determined to use as a means by which the gates of 
hell are overcome? 

4. What is the rock on which the church is built? 

5. What has God entrusted to the stewardship of the church? 

6. What are some institutions that have perhaps unwittingly supplanted 
the church as the means by which the gates of hell are to be 
overcome? 

7. What kind of environment should be created in the church? 
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