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Route Sixty-Six 
Part Thirteen 
1 Chronicles 

(John 5:39; Matthew 12:6) 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39). 

Yet I say to you that in this place there is One greater than the temple 
(Matthew 12:6). 

Introduction 

 Watching a baseball game, the couple next to me learn I was a pastor.  
Excitedly, they asked if I thought the temple was going to be rebuilt soon.  I 
answered with reciprocating enthusiasm that I thought it had already been 
rebuilt with a brief reference to the Gospel of John. 

Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.”20 Then the Jews said, “It has 
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it 
up in three days?” 21 But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body (John 2:19-21).  

 The wind came out of their sails a bit.  “Well,” they responded, “yeah, 
that temple has been rebuilt, but what about the one in Jerusalem?”  At that 
point we had a friendly conversation that went deeper than I have time to 
pursue right now.  My only current point is that our Christian culture has 
been captured with the notion that the rebuilding of a stone structure is a 
matter of greater excitement than that (or the One) to whom the structure 
was always meant to point. 
 I open with this because in 1 Chronicles the temple is given a place of 
prominence.  And in light of the words of Christ, that the Old Testament 
testifies of Him, there may be nothing in the Old Testament which gives a 
fuller and more robust foreshadowing of Christ than the temple.  We will 
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finish with a brief examination of how the temple is a type of Christ in so 
many ways, but for now a quick survey of 1 Chronicles. 

Survey of 1 Chronicles 

 Reading 1 Chronicles, two things strike you immediately.  First, is 
that we have nine chapters of genealogies.  Second, is that everything you 
read, it seems you have read before, since 1 and 2 Chronicles covers the 
same ground as 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 kings.  Why the genealogies and 
why cover the same historical landscape? 
 If you recall, 2 Kings ended with the city sacked, the temple 
destroyed, the entire country demolished, and the people deported into 
exile.  It would be a matter of decades (70 years) before the Israelites would 
be allowed reentrance into their land and their kingdom restored.   

In light of this, the genealogies become critical.  Some theologians 
have argued that “No part of the Chronicles is more important” than the 
genealogies.  How could that be?  Because God’s covenant people needed 
to be reminded that they were the possessors of His divine promises.  To 
them were committed… 

…the oracles of God…the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 
the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises” (Romans 3:2; 9:4). 

 Families had been displaced, connections and responsibilities had 
been shattered.  Redemption is not random.  How sad and desperate 
would the human condition be if God had left us to search the entire 
cosmos in hopes of refurbishing our souls and overcoming the looming 
and inevitable outcome of our existence, which is death.  It would be like a 
father hiding a single meal in North America and bidding his starving 
children find it prior to starving. 
 No, God had made a promise and the Chronicler (perhaps Ezra) 
records how specific.  From Adam through Seth, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob (Isreal), Judah to David.  The New Testament writers track this 
directly to Christ (Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38).  It was critical for the 
restored kingdom to be reminded of who they were and what 
responsibilities they had if they were to faithfully fulfill their role in 
redemptive history, the history of Israel.  
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 In order to be faithful in this they also had to be reminded of the 
historical landscape.  This is not vain repetition.  The Chronicler is offering 
a perspective as he reminds them of those already covered events.  As you 
might notice in reading it, the temple is given prominence.  So, even 
though the events recorded are similar (though not all), we are reading 
with the notion of a rebuilt temple in mind. 
 The reader is reminded in chapter ten of King Saul’s (and his sons) 
sad and inglorious end.  What a grim picture that his head is placed in an 
ungodly temple, the temple of Dagon, because he did not keep the word of 
the Lord and consulted a medium. 
 David is made king and we read of his mighty men and great 
victories.  His army grows and his warriors are said to have the face of a 
lion and speak of gazelles.  We read of his bringing the ark to Jerusalem 
and the worship surrounding that event.  We read David’s Psalm (Psalm 
105) of Thanksgiving. 
 We are reminded that David will not build the temple, but Solomon.  
David had shed too much blood, but Solomon was a man of “rest” (1 
Chronicles 22:9).  Something we do see in 1 Chronicles that is noticeably 
absent in Samuel and Kings is David’s preparation for the building of the 
temple.  This demonstrates David’s concern for the spiritual well-being of 
those who are not in his generation.   
 As a parent, a pastor or a citizen, there is a danger of thinking too 
short term.  One lamentable attribute of Israel was that “she took no 
thought of her future” (Lamentations 1:9).  We should certainly live in the 
present.  How can we but?  Yet we should learn from the past and prepare 
for the future.   

Thinking long term enhances our future-the generations that follow 
us.  In an article called The Millennium Clock in a magazine called Scenarios 
there is a remarkable reference to a building in England. 

I think of the oak beams in the ceiling of College Hall at New 
College, Oxford.  Last century, when the beams needed 
replacing, carpenters used oak trees that had been planted in 
1386 when the dining hall was first built.  The 14th century 
builder had planted the trees in anticipation of the time, 
hundreds of years in the future, when the beams would need 
replacing.  Did the carpenters plant new trees to replace the 
beams again a few hundred years from now? 
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Considering our legacy is a most unselfish act.  It means being 
concerned with the spiritual and physical welfare of descendants who we 
may never know.  This is difficult because it’s so far out there.  If I had just 
had one ancestor who thought this way, it would have affected our family 
forever.  I can’t tell you anything about my great-grandfather’s religious 
beliefs.  I don’t own anything that was his.  I don’t even know his name.  If 
there is a spiritual or physical heritage in my family, it is going to begin 
with me.   

David not only provided the material for the building of the temple, 
he had a God-given understanding all the works of the plans (1 Chronicles 
28:19).  In his wisdom and kingly and fatherly counsel, he exhorted 
Solomon to serve with a “loyal heart and a willing mind” (1 Chronicles 
28:9).  One is hard-pressed to think of greater counsel than this.   

We also see in David’s prayer something that it would have done 
well for Solomon (who would be one of the riches kings in history) to 
remember.  All the abundance that had amassed for the building of the 
temple, the incalculable riches, were themselves from the hand of God (1 
Chronicles 29:16). 

1 Chronicles records the end of David’s reign as king and the 
anointing of Solomon.  Bestowed upon Solomon would be an exaltation of 
“royal majesty as had not been on any king before him in Israel” (1 
Chronicles 29:25). 
  
Jesus in 1 Chronicles 

 How does 1 Chronicles testify of Jesus (John 5:39)?  In all of our 
studies, there may not be a greater type-a more apt foreshadow of Christ-
than the temple.  Hence my grief when our minds are swept from the 
temple as a lesson in Jesus to a structure to be built accommodating 
popular eschatology. 
 There is one time, and one time only, when the New Testament 
speaks of rebuilding the temple and that is the earlier referenced passage in 
John 2:19 where we are told He is speaking of His body.  Jesus also 
compares Himself to the temple, in almost shocking terms, with the words:   

Yet I say to you that in this place there is One greater than the 
temple (Matthew 12:6). 
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 A statement like this would not make sense unless there was a 
legitimate comparison to be made.  Much can be said about how the temple 
teaches us of Christ.  I will only mention a few things. 
 In the holy place of the temple was the lampstand of pure gold 
(Exodus 25:31).  The number of passages in the New Testament which 
assign light to Christ are too numerous to mention (Matthew 5:14; John 1:4, 
5; 1 Peter 2:9).  We have been called out of the darkness into His marvelous 
light.  Revelation mentions the lampstands seven times and is generally 
referring to churches which are the body of Christ (Revelation 1:20).  To the 
extent that a church believes, presents, and is in communion the true Light 
of the world (who is Christ), it will serve as a lampstand. 
 The temple contained an altar (Exodus 27:1-8).  An altar is where 
sacrifices are made.  When John the Baptist beheld Jesus and uttered 
“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29), 
there is no mistaking that John beheld Jesus as the sacrificial lamb. 
 The temple contained a laver of bronze designed for ceremonial 
cleansing (Exodus 30:17-21).  When washed by Jesus, we are not merely 
ceremonially clean but “completely clean” (John 15:10).   
 The temple contained “the showbread” (Exodus 25:30).  This typified 
that which is necessary to true survival.  Jesus refers to Himself as the “the 
true bread from heaven” (John 6:32).  This has reference also to the manna 
which was in the ark of the covenant in the Holy of Holies.  Jesus also calls 
Himself “the bread of God” (John 6:33), “the bread of life” (John 6:35; 48) 
and “the living bread” (John 6:51). 
  The temple also contained the “Holy of Holies” a type of heaven 
(Hebrews 9:24) where only the High Priest would enter to present to 
present the sin offering.  Again, we see that which teaches us of Christ. 

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, 
which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf (Hebrews 
9:24). 

  
 Between the Holy Place and Holy of Holies was a thick veil which 
taught of the separation between sinful men and a holy God.  It was 
through the victory of Christ that the veiled was ripped from top to bottom 
(Matthew 27:51).   
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 The Ark of the Covenant was in the Holy of Holies.  It contained the 
law, the manna and Aaron’s budded rod.  We see in these things the 
wisdom found in Christ.  The eternal sustenance of Christ and the power, 
authority and guidance of Christ.   
 There was a single entrance to the tabernacle.  There was no 
alternative route to the Holy of Holies.  When Jesus refers to Himself as 
“the door” (John 10:7) He does not use an indefinite article (not “a door” 
but “the door” ho thyra.   
 We can go on and on.  Suffice it to say that the temple for Israel was 
God in their midst.  When Christ came… 

…the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth (John 1:14). 

 The focus of 1 Chronicles is the temple and the focus of the temple of 
Jesus.  What we shall soon see is that before Nehemiah is sent to rebuild the 
city, Ezra and Zerubbabel are sent with the remnant of the faithful to 
rebuild the temple.  And it may be safely stated that there will be no true 
lasting city without a temple and apart from Christ, a temple is a 
meaningless structure. 
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Questions for Study 

1. Why do you suppose there is such a focus on a physical temple being 
built?  What was Jesus referring to when He spoke of rebuilding the 
temple (pages 2, 3)? 

2. Why does 1 Chronicles begin with nine chapters on the genealogies  
(page 3)? 

3. Many things already taught in 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 King are 
repeated in 1 Chronicles.  Explain some possible reasons for this 
(pages 3, 5). 

4. What role did David play in building the temple?  What do we learn 
from this (pages 4, 5)? 

5. What do we learn about Jesus when we study the temple (pages 5-7)? 
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