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Route Sixty-Six 
Part Fourteen 
2 Chronicles 

(John 5:39; 2 Chronicles 7:14) 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39). 

…if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and 
pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land (2 Chronicles 
7:14). 

Introduction 

 The recent synagogue shooting by a young professing Christian has 
reintroduced a question into the minds of our entire citizenry.   

What in the world is going on?  Where is this coming from?   

  And this cannot thought of as an older person’s question.  This is not 
the parents of the forties dismayed about the flat-top hairstyle of the fifties 
or the parents of the fifties shaking their heads about the mop-tops of the 
sixties.  No, there is a radical transition which digs deeper than mere styles.  
And the shift appears to be in overdrive.  We might compare it to flight.  
Throughout the course of human history, we couldn’t get off the ground.  
But there was a mere sixty-six years between Kitty Hawk (first flight of 
twelve seconds) and the manned moon landing.  I knew people who had 
both read about Kitty Hawk and watched the moon landing.  They were 
enthralled about the world-the generation-in which they lived.   
 The advancement of immorality has rapidly hit a fever-pitch.  We are 
enthralled now in a different, negative sense.  We are spellbound and the 
experts are without an answer.  Not only are we nowhere near figuring out 
why we are being overcome by moral darkness, we have systematically 
sought to remove from the equation of human thinking any objective 
means by which morality/ethics can be determined.  The fire is no longer 
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at our feet, it is at the back of our necks.  And we’re scratching our heads 
wondering why it’s so hot in here. 
 This recent shooting is particularly disquieting because we cannot 
relegate it to a far-away people from a far-away land.  You’ll notice that 
when there is an international plane crash, the American news outlets will 
inevitably mention how many Americans were on board.  They do this 
because there is an intimacy that hits close to home.  We can no longer ask, 
what is wrong with them?  We have to ask, what is wrong with us?     
 This is what was so unsettling (if I may go back) about the Manson 
incident.  Susan Atkins, Patricia Krenwinkel and Leslie Van Houten were 
like the girls next door.  Or more recently, the Columbine shooters (1999), 
Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold were two boys, similar to this young man in 
San Diego, who looked like our own children.   
 We are living in a world where young and old alike have been 
overtaken.  Sexual immorality, gender dysphoria, abortion, violence, 
suicide, illicit drug usage have become so prevalent that parents can’t 
understand how their children are not shocked.  Simply answered, that 
which becomes common is no longer shocking.  But I will once again ask, 

What in the world is going on?  Where is this coming from?  Equally 
important is, how are we to respond? 

Survey of 2 Chronicles 

 I opened with this introduction, not merely to force a current 
narrative upon an ancient text, but because 2 Chronicles reviews the 
indictment recorded in Samuel and Kings against Israel.  But it also lays the 
groundwork of incitement.  Knowing we did something wrong is only half 
the battle.  Judas knew he did something wrong.  But he didn’t respond by 
doing something right.   

The chronicler is not merely recording events as a, sort of, I told you 
so.  There is a call to do right; to avoid repeating errors.  The indictment 
contains an incitement. 2 Chronicles is written to encourage and guide 
those who had returned from exile in Babylon.  It explains the reason for 
their captivity that they might learn from their past.  

2 Chronicles mirrors our current religious, moral, political and 
cultural climate in that it records the decline of Judah. They are not yet in 
captivity.  They are not on the rise.  Things are moving in the wrong 
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direction.  The first nine chapters record the wisdom and glory of the era of 
Solomon.  The temple is built and furnished.  The Ark is brought to the 
temple and the glory of the Lord “filled the house of God” (2 Chronicles 
5:14).   

Some might balk at the notion of comparing current nations to Israel 
and Judah.  The United States, Great Britain, Canada, Spain, Italy, Turkey, 
Syria, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Morocco, etc. are not Old Testament Israel.  
But God makes kings and the statutes by which they should govern.  God 
makes nations and the righteousness by which the citizens should live is 
determined by God and His own immutable nature.  It is here that I found 
myself in agreement with Baxter, who wrote:   

The nation’s response to God is the decisive factor in its 
history and destiny.  And this lesson, we may add, is just as 
true of modern Britain and America as it was of old-time 
Israel and Judah.   1

 In chapter ten we begin to see the steady decline of Judah (Israel is 
not much examined, since its decline was more rapid).  There are some 
good kings and some moments of true rest in God.  During the reign of Asa 
(a king who did good and trusted God) we Judah attacked by an Ethiopian 
army that had a million men.  God had proved Himself faithful and 
powerful.   
 But later Asa lost his trust in the power of God to deliver and he 
made a treaty king of Syria to help protect him from an invasion by Israel.  
Hanani reminds Asa that God had delivered him from the huge Ethiopian 
army.  It is here we read that wonderful, yet challenging words,  

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart 
is loyal to Him (2 Chronicles 16:9). 

 Asa responded by getting angry and putting Hanani in prison.  The 
word of God is not always well-received. 
 Over the remaining chapters we read of a series of kings-some who 
did good, or who did evil.  There were times when the kings did right (as 

 Baxter, Explore The Book. P. 180.1
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with Jehoshaphat) but the high places (where idolatry took place) were not 
removed because “the people had not directed their hearts to the God of 
their fathers” (2 Chronicles 20:33).  We also read of Amaziah, who did 
right but “not with a loyal heart” (2 Chronicles 25:2).  We read of good and 
very industrious kings like Uzziah who overstep their boundaries and burn 
incense in the temple, resulting in the curse of leprosy until the day of his 
death (2 Chronicles 26:21). 
 As time goes on we read of a degrading influence of both throne and 
temple.  Children burned in the fire of false gods.  The kings became purely 
pragmatic, following gods who outwardly and superficially seemed to pay 
off.  We read of Ahaz, that…  

…he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which had defeated 
him, saying, “Because the gods of the kings of Syria help 
them, I will sacrifice to them that they may help me.” But 
they were the ruin of him and of all Israel (2 Chronicles 
28:23). 

 God is not to be thought of as a tool for my personal expediency.   
 2 Chronicles ends with Judah being carried off into captivity in 
Babylon.  The temple is burned, God’s word is despised, His messengers 
mocked and His prophets scoffed at.  This all culminates with the very sad 
words, 

…till there was no remedy (2 Chronicles 36:16). 

 Seventy years would come and go before God would put it in the 
heart of Cyrus, the king of Persia, to rebuild the house at Jerusalem.  This is 
the sad ending of 2 Chronicles.  Is this merely a history lesson or is there 
something to learn? 

Where is Christ in 2 Chronicles? 

Where is Christ in 2 Chronicles and how are our initial questions 
(What in the world is going on?  Where is this coming from?  How are we 
to respond?) to be answered? 

Similar to 1 Chronicles, Jesus is found in the Temple.  Last time we 
discussed in some detail how the temple foreshadowed Christ and how 
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apart from Christ the temple is a meaningless structure worthy of 
demolition (something which God ordained more than once).  But in 2 
Chronicles we see an interaction between the throne, the temple and the 
prophet.  If I can simplify this, the throne is the king, the temple is the 
priest and the prophet is the one providing the communication. 

Perhaps I can simplify it even further (keeping in mind there is much 
more to it than this) that the throne is the state, the temple is the church and 
the prophet is the word of God.  The word is necessary in order for there to 
be a true church (temple) and the church is necessary for there to be a safe 
and solid state/government/culture. 

There is a religious, anthropological methodology wafting through 
the church which suggests that humans are so endowed with the image of 
God that they are capable, apart from the word of God and the church of 
Christ, of ruling each other equitably, informed merely by their nature and 
nature itself .  I respectfully disagree.  This seems to demonstrate a lack of 2

grasp of human nature, human history and what the Scriptures state about 
the direction we will take if left without the word of God.  You have heard 
the Proverb, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.”  But the better 
translation is, 

Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off 
restraint, but blessed is he who keeps the law (Proverbs 
29:18). 

 Where is Christ in 2 Chronicles?  He is the Prophet, Priest and King.  
The throne needed the temple, the temple and the throne needed the 
prophet and their faithlessness left them with no throne, no temple and an 
imprisoned prophet.  Today’s world, nations, states and culture need a 
faithful church.  A faithful church needs a faithful word.  It is our lack of 
willingness to bow before a King who loves and protects us, a Priest who 
provides His own blood to redeem us and a Prophet who grants us the 
wisdom to know these things that has resulted in our current insanity and 
captivity to sin (and perhaps, one day, captivity to another nation). 
 The Apostle Paul was not unclear when He indicated that if left to 
our own natures in our rejection of God, God will turn us over to sexual 
confusions (Romans 1:26, 27) and a debased, dark and immoral mind.  Paul 

 The creation.2
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was not unclear that apart from the grace of God in the gospel of Christ, 
even though we know what we do is worthy of death, we not only will do 
these, “but also approve of those who practice them” (Romans 1:32). 
 Why are these horrifying things taking place?  Because this is where 
our natures lead us.  How are we to respond?  At a personal level, we need 
to respond by being intolerant yet patient, uncompromising yet forbearing.  
There is a temptation to lash out at a generation that has been the victims of 
our faithlessness.   

It requires little wisdom, nor is it particularly helpful, to tell young 
people that murder, and suicide is wrong or that their passions and 
proclivities are sinful.  All that may true and must be said.  But we’ve 
reached a point where overcoming our natural inclination for evil is a high 
and difficult call.  Homosexuality may very well be sinful, but for a person 
overtaken with the passions of it, to restrain themselves can be as difficult 
for a heterosexual man or woman to be called to overcome their 
heterosexuality.  None of this is to call good evil or evil good.  It is merely 
to recognize the difficult of the battle. 

At a national level, the remedy is given in 2 Chronicles itself.  It 
should seem obvious, yet I have heard more than one Bible teachers 
indicate that the following passage should not be applied to America or 
any modern nation.  I respectfully and vehemently disagree. 

…if My people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land (2 Chronicles 7:14).  

 The verse is not complicated.   
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Questions for Study 

1. Have you noticed a decline in moral behavior in the cultures you 
have observed?  How do you determine morality and how do you 
explain the decline (pages 2, 3)? 

2. Is knowledge of having done wrong necessary for correction?  Is it 
sufficient for correction (page 3)? 

3. How is 2 Chronicles similar to the western world today (pages 3, 4)? 

4. Should the counsel given to Israel and Judah be utilized by nations 
today?  Why or why not (page 4)? 

5. Give a brief survey or the people, kings and general spiritual and 
moral ups and downs recorded in 2 Chronicles (pages 4, 5). 

6. Discuss the relation between the temple, the throne and the prophet 
in 2 Chronicles.  How does that inform how we can and should 
respond to Christ all through history (pages 5, 6)? 

7. How do we combine intolerance with patience, uncompromisingness 
with forbearance (page 7)? 

8. Does 2 Chronicles 7:14 apply to nations throughout history?  Explain 
your answer (page 7). 
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