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Route Sixty-Six 
Part Five 

Deuteronomy 
(John 5:39; Romans 10:8, 9) 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39). 

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess 
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved (Romans 10:8, 9). 

Preface 

 The number unborn babies murdered in the womb since Roe versus 
Wade (passed my senior year in high school-1973) is now over 18 million.  
This issue has received renewed attention lately due to bills currently being 
passed which opens doors for terminating babies in the third trimester.  
This legislation is not designed to protect mothers from life-threatening 
situations.  Laws are already in place which address that possibility.  The 
term now is life and health of the mother and the “health” can be either 
physical or mental.  Of course the ambiguous nature of mental health 
would turn this into a death sentence for even more children. 
 Time disallows me from launching into all the Biblical and secular/
scientific arguments for why this should be considered the taking of an 
innocent life.  Biblically speaking David speaks of himself as a person at the 
point of conception yehemat (Psalm 51:5).  In the New Testament the same 
word is used for a baby that is born and one in the womb (compare Luke 
2:12 to Luke 1:41).  A more scientific/secular argument would be that if you 
simply left the growing fetus alone, eighteen years and nine months later 
they would be graduating from high school. 
 I would encourage you, if you investigate this issue to beware of 
getting lost in a crowd of meaningless terms and false criteria.  Whether it’s 
heartbeat, brain-waves, sentience or anything else.  These are all man-made 
standards designed to confuse and justify a horrible act. 
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 Years ago I was leading a Bible study where this issue surfaced as a 
topic of discussion.  A person in the study contemplated the potential 
judgment we might face as a nation as a result of this sin.  I began to think, 
‘What would be the most ghastly thing that could happen to a nation?’  
Very high on the list was the death of its children.  It would appear a 
judgment could come as a direct result of the infraction.  We’re under 
judgment and we’re too stupid to realize it. 

Introduction 

 Why do I mention this as we examine where Christ is found in 
Deuteronomy?  I will answer this in a moment, but first a brief 
introduction.  Deuteronomy in Hebrew is called The Words from the 
opening phrase, but in Greek its title means second law.  It is not a second 
and distinct law but a restating of the law and a renewing of God’s 
covenant as they were about to enter the promised land.  Deuteronomy has 
been called Jesus’ favorite book due to the numerous times He quotes it (all 
of His quotes when tempted by the devil are taken from Deuteronomy). 

In Genesis we saw the creation, fall and pronouncement of the 
Covenant of Grace-the Gospel.  We read of wonderful promises given 
directly after the fall then with Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Those 
promises all pointed to and would be fulfilled in Christ.  In Exodus we 
begin to see a great drama teaching us what that promise would look like.  
As Moses was a deliverer, so Christ would be the ultimate deliverer.  His 
blood would effectively be applied to the doorposts of our hearts by faith 
and death would pass over.  He would deliver us from sin and death.  
Christ is truly our Passover. 
 But deliverance from slavery had a purpose.  In Leviticus it is 
emphasized that the purpose of being delivered is that we might worship 
the true God and enjoy Him forever.  In Numbers, the focus is preparation 
for battle.  In Deuteronomy we see final cautions prior to entering into 
spiritually and morally dangerous territory.  The Israelites are called to do 
what we should all do on a daily basis.  Recall that which causes us to 
stumble, reflect upon own vulnerabilities and how that stumbling 
happened, and resolve to walk more faithfully in the days before us.   
 Moses seeks to accomplish this through a series of sermons given 
throughout the book (three in total-chapters 1-4; 5-28; 29-32).  It had been 
forty years in the wilderness.  The men of the generation to whom the law 
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had initially been given were dead.  They needed to be reminded as we all 
do.  Moses would both preach it and have it written (Deuteronomy 27:3).  It 
has been said that the law was to be conveyed “both by word of mouth, 
that it might affect, and by writing, that it might abide.”  1

Deuteronomy, a Survey 

 We see in Deuteronomy much of what we see in Exodus, Leviticus 
and Numbers.  The Passover and the Feasts are reviewed.  The word of 
God is to be ever before them (doorposts, foreheads).  There is to be justice 
and fidelity among the people of God.  They are to be charitable toward the 
oppressed, the hired servants, the poor, fatherless and widows.  But there is 
something unique in Deuteronomy that we don’t quite see in the earlier 
books.   
 If you look up the word love in Genesis through Numbers, it is never 
used in relation of God to His people.  But in Deuteronomy we begin to 
read that what God had been doing in the first four books was an act of 
God’s love.   

And because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their 
descendants after them; and He brought you out of Egypt 
with His Presence, with His mighty power (Deuteronomy 
4:37). 

The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because 
you were more in number than any other people, for you 
were the least of all peoples 8 but because the Lord loves you, 
and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your 
fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand, 
and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt (Deuteronomy 7:7, 8). 

The Lord delighted only in your fathers, to love them; and He 
chose their descendants after them, you above all peoples, as 
it is this day (Deuteronomy 10:15). 

 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and unabridged 1

in one volume (p. 236). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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 It is one thing to raise your own children in your own household.  It 
is quite another thing when they are about to go off to college.  It is as if 
God is reaffirming His love for His children prior to their going into lands 
where the temptation, morally, philosophically, religiously will be extreme. 
 The theme unique to Deuteronomy is, will God’s people succumb to the 
attractions of the surrounding culture or can they live differently? This is the 
question posed by the book. 
 It is no wonder the Shema is in Deuteronomy (6:4). 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one 
(Deuteronomy 6:4). 

 It is within the surrounding nations that the children of God will be 
enticed to follow other gods (even if they try to be clever enough to call 
themselves by other less-religious titles).  We are to ponder prior to every 
thought, word or deed-just who or what is the god that is leading me in 
this direction? 
 In a world where the nations are continually devouring themselves, 
God’s people are called to be unique, wise, faithful and observant of His 
laws.   

Therefore be careful to observe them; for this is your wisdom 
and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will 
hear all these statutes, and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a 
wise and understanding people.’ 7 “For what great nation is 
there that has God so near to it, as the Lord our God is to us, 
for whatever reason we may call upon Him? 8 And what great 
nation is there that has such statutes and righteous judgments 
as are in all this law which I set before you this day 
(Deuteronomy 4:6-8)? 

 But, like a parent observing his/her child leave the home, there is 
also the caution that the influence might flow in the opposite direction.  
There is the caution against following false gods and the inevitable 
behavior which those false gods produce.  Everything from sexual 
misconduct to the notion that it was acceptable, and even expeditious to 
sacrifice their babies for some greater good (Deuteronomy 12:31). 
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 There are some in this room who are old enough to remember a time 
when the thought of making it little to kill babies (or the elderly or 
infirmed) would have been unthinkable!  And yet here we are.  And this 
was the impetus for my preface.  But I must mention two things here before 
I focus on one aspect of where we find Christ in Deuteronomy. 

Good Old Days?  America, God’s Kingdom? 

 Firstly, I am not here pining away for the old days.  As if it would be 
best if we could revert back to the fifties.  For it was the fifties that led to 
the sixties and the exposure of the dimness of theology which inevitably 
leads to moral vulnerabilities.  In fact the problem goes back way further 
and is profoundly deeper.  For one, we have embraced a theology that 
teaches that the demise of the world is the plan of God.  But beyond that, 
perhaps the greatest warning we have failed to heed as a nation is found in 
chapter eight where Israel is told that they should not think that it was by 
their own “power and the might” that they had gained the things they 
had.  Or put another way in the next chapter: 

Do not think in your heart, after the Lord your God has cast 
them out before you, saying, ‘Because of my righteousness 
the Lord has brought me in to possess this land’; but it is 
because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is 
driving them out from before you (Deuteronomy 9:4) 

 We, as a nation (or any nation) should, similar to Israel should Recall 
that which causes us to stumble, reflect upon own vulnerabilities and how 
that stumbling happened, and resolve to walk more faithfully in the days 
before us.  
 Secondly, there are those who will bristle at the hearing of this 
sermon, and accuse me of equating America to the Kingdom of God.  There 
are a variety of theological positions wafting through the culture in 
opposition to what I am suggesting.  There are some who hold that God 
has entirely different kingdom in mind (and even system of ethics) for the 
world than He does for the church.  They believe we should view God’s 
dealings with Israel as distinctly for the church and that it is a mistake to 
nationalize this message. 
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 Somebody should have shared that with the surrounding nations of 
Israel, because it was due to their ungodliness in the very things of which 
we speak that God cast them out of the land.  People say we should not 
view the many blessings and curses in Deuteronomy 28 and 29 as warnings 
for today’s nations even though the very things warned against and the 
very curses pronounced are pandemic in the world today.   
 I do not hold that America (as great a country as it has been) is the 
kingdom of God.  I do believe that Israel is God’s Old Covenant church and 
that the primary audience for this message is to be the church.  But Israel 
was also a nation.  And to the extent that any nation is influenced by the 
church and God’s word, it/they should have as their goal, their charter: 

And what great nation is there that has such statutes and 
righteous judgments as are in all this law which I set before 
you this day (Deuteronomy 4:8)? 

Christ in Deuteronomy 

 But where is Christ.  Heaven help me if I preach that the primary 
message in Deuteronomy is a national constitution void of Christ.  One 
thing we learn looking through the very detailed system found in the Old 
Covenant is that apart from Christ, the best system (be it political, 
economic, ceremonial, educational, etc.) has no hope apart from Jesus 
Christ taking as it were His divine finger and transforming our granite 
laden hearts. 
 It is in the final sermon of Moses that we read familiar words. God is 
offering the choice of life or death, of good or evil.  He is calling Israel to 
“walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and 
His judgments” (Deuteronomy 30:15).  It would be a mistake here to 
restrict these words to the life or death of a mere nation (though it would 
certainly include that).  We will learn elsewhere, more clearly, that it is 
eternal life and death that is put before us.   
 It is not always clear, either in the New or Old Covenants that 
salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  There are 
times when people are merely called to “follow” or “trust” or “keep”.  
Moses is certainly not offering a works righteousness to Israel, as if it is 
through their own power or righteousness the success will be obtained 
(things of which he earlier rebuffed).   
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 But through the words of the we can clearly see Christ in Moses’ 
sermon.  For in the midst of Moses’ call to “walk” and “keep” we read the 
words: 

But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart, that you may do it (Deuteronomy 30:14). 

 The Apostle Paul brings Christ into unambiguous and accessible 
focus with his exposition of this passage.  The contemporaries of Jesus (and 
indeed many today) think the Old Testament/Covenant (if not all of 
Scripture) contains a do good and live message.  Paul clears the air by 
teaching how this passage should point us to Christ. 

For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, 
“The man who does those things shall live by them.” 6 But the 
righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your 
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 
down from above) 7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the 
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what 
does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if 
you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in 
your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved (Romans 10:5-9). 

 I wrote in detail on this passage in my sermons through Romans so I 
will not go into detail here.  Simply put, since the fall, eternal life is only 
found through the instrument of faith-faith in Christ.  The promise of 
eternal life, whether in the Old or New Covenants, should never be 
thought of as something we can merit but is a free gift through the merits 
of Christ alone.  To look anywhere for our redemption but to Christ is to 
seek to nullify both His humiliation and exaltation (death and ascension). 
 When Paul quotes Deuteronomy with infallible exegesis, the “word” 
is that word of faith which he preached.  That if you confess with your 
mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 
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Questions for Study 

1. Does the Bible have anything to say about abortion?  Explain (pages 
1, 2). 

2. Review the themes of Genesis, Exodus and Leviticus. How is the 
emphasis in Deuteronomy a bit different (pages, 3, 4)? 

3. What is uniquely found in Deuteronomy as opposed to Genesis 
through Numbers?  Why do you suppose that is (pages 4, 5)? 

4. How should surrounding nations view the law of God (page 5)? 

5. What is the danger of being surrounded by those who do not believe 
in the one true God (pages 5, 6)? 

6. Why is it a mistake to pine away for the good old days (page 6)? 

7. Is America the kingdom of God?  Does this mean that the Bible has 
no message for nations?  Explain (pages 6, 7)? 

8. How does the Apostle Paul understand “the word is very near 
you” (pages 7, 8)? 
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