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Route Sixty-Six 
Part Two 
Exodus 

(John 5:39; 1 Corinthians 5:7, 8) 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39). 

Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since 
you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed 
for us. 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth (1 Corinthians 5:7, 8). 

Preface 

I’ve always been struck by the brevity of the Gospel’s descriptions of 
the actual crucifixion of Christ (Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:24; Luke 23:33; 
John 19:18).  It generally amounts to the simple words, “they crucified 
Him”.  Yet when we read Psalm 22, we encounter bone-chilling details of 
His crucifixion.   

We read of His bones out of joint, heart melting like wax, the ability 
to count His bones, His tongue clinging to my jaw and more.  The New 
Testament/New Covenant is certainly contains the fulfillment of the types, 
shadows and promises of the Old Testament/Old Covenant, but there is a 
depth in the Old that should not be ignored.   

When John the Baptist beheld Jesus coming toward him and 
declared…  

Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world (John 1:29)!... 

…those conversant with the Old Testament would have had their 
minds directed to a history that both defined and preserved their very 
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existence.  A reference to Jesus as the Lamb of God (in the Jewish ears) 
reminded them of the preservation of their past and the hope of their 
future; the promise of an eternal victory over the slavery of sin and death. 

I’ve entitled this series Route Sixty-Six because Jesus taught that the 
whole of Scripture (which, with the New Testament amounts to sixty-six 
books) is about Him.  Where do we see Jesus in Exodus? 

A New King, A Beautiful Child, A Deliverer/Mediator  

At the end of Genesis we saw God’s people (seventy in the family of 
Jacob) well taken care of in Egypt.  But Exodus (which means exit or 
departure) opens with “a new king over Egypt” (Exodus 1:8).  We must be 
wise and careful to recognize that comforts given by anyone but God can 
be quite tenuous and fragile.  This new king did not know Joseph and grew 
very uncomfortable with so many Israelites in the land.  He made them 
slaves.  Where do we see Christ?  Christ came to set us free from the 
slavery of sin and death (Romans 6:20-23).  

Similar to the events surrounding the birth of Christ, Pharaoh also 
ordered the midwives to engage in the unthinkable task of killing male 
babies born to the Hebrews; an order they did not accommodate.  It is in 
this context that we read of a beautiful child being born in the house of 
Levi (Exodus 2:1, 2).  They put him in a little him in a little ark, place him in 
the river and he is found and cared for by Pharaoh’s daughter.  They called 
him Moses which means drawn out because they drew him out of the water.  
Moses grows and ends up fleeing from Egypt to Midian because he killed 
an abusive Egyptian and feared for his life. 

At this time we read that God indicates that He hears the prayers of 
the Israelites and chooses a very reluctant Moses to deliver His people from 
slavery.  Moses wonders why anyone would even listen to him and God 
promises to do signs and wonders through his hands.  We begin to see here 
the purpose for miracles, which is to confirm the message of the one 
performing them.  Israel’s’ initial response to this promise of deliverance is 
very positive.  “Thy bowed their heads and worshiped”.  But there would 
be limited consistency in their worship. 
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Harder Work, Bitter People, A Hardened Heart 

 It wasn’t as if Pharaoh welcomed the notion of a deliverer of the 
Israelites from slavery in Egypt.  Deliverance would come with tribulation.  
He made their slave labor more difficult than it already was.  Not only 
would they have to make bricks, they would now have to gather their own 
straw for the bricks and the amount of production had to be the same. 
 Of course this was not well received by the Israelites.  There is in 
Exodus a recurring theme of preference of the comfort of slavery.  One of 
the questions a people must ask themselves from time to time is whether, 
as Jefferson put it, they prefer “dangerous freedom over peaceful slavery.” 
 Or, as another founding father said, “Those who would give up 
Essential Liberty to purchase a little Temporary Safety, deserve neither 
Liberty nor Safety.”   

We ask where we see Jesus in Exodus.  There are too many places for 
one sermon.  But one thing we learn from the Exodus is that the people will 
not get what they deserve, as evidenced by Moses needing to intercede for 
them as God threatens judgment.  In this respect Moses foreshadows Jesus 
who intercedes for us, holding back the hand of God’s righteous judgment. 

Another very remarkable recurring theme in Exodus is God’s 
declaration that He will harden Pharaoh’s heart.  A great deal of theological 
tap-dancing is generated to assuage the shock of this.  Some will say that 
Pharaoh hardened his own heart first or some such explanation.  But 
couldn’t that be said of any of us?  It is true that Pharaoh hardened his 
heart.  It is also true that he bears the guilt for hardening his heart.  But in a 
primary sense, God informs us of His sovereignty.     

People under oppression and in slavery (as with Joseph) are 
informed and comforted that not one sparrow falls to the ground “apart 
from your Father’s will” (Matthew 10:29).  

The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, Like the rivers of 
water; He turns it wherever He wishes (Proverbs 21:1). 

 It is God who “fashions the hearts” of all men (Psalm 33:15).  The 
readers of Exodus become acquainted with a fickle Pharaoh who lives 
under the fantasy of being in charge.  In the midst of the Ten Plagues that 
God pours on Egypt for their oppression of Israel and disobedience to god, 
Pharaoh changes his mind numerous times.  Again, how uneasy the souls 
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of those who place their trust in the weak and shifting sands of humanity 
rather than a Jesus Christ, who is “the same yesterday, today, and forever” 
(Hebrews 13:8). 

Passover, Deliverance 

 Although Pharaoh appears to finally relent, he actually never does.  
The final plague will be the impetus for a feast/sacrament that the Jews 
will continue to observe.  God will visit a judgment upon Egypt of the 
death of the firstborn.  It is here that we first see Passover.  Those who 
would kill a lamb and place the blood upon the lintel and doorposts of 
their homes would find that death will pass over their homes in this 
judgment.  In Genesis we saw circumcision.  In Exodus we are met with 
Passover.  They are the bloody sacraments of the Old Covenant and are 
types of the bloodless sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper which 
will continue until Christ’s return. 
 God’s promise of this deliverance is followed by God leading the 
people through the leadership of Moses toward the Red Sea, which was a 
point of no return.  There apparently was a shorter way, “by the way of the 
land of the Philistines.”  But God didn’t lead them that way “Lest perhaps 
the people change their minds when they see war, and return to 
Egypt” (Exodus 13:17).  God is quite effective at keeping us from returning 
to our desired slavery.  The Israelites were held, as it were, in the hand of 
God.  How is Christ seen in Exodus?  We are held in His hand. 

And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no 
one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand (John 
10:28, 29). 

 Life seems to have inevitabilities (death and taxes being the most 
famous).  God brought Israel to a place where it seemed inevitable that 
they would be crushed by the armies of Egypt.  They were entirely 
dependent upon Him and Him alone.  Here is one of the many places we 
see Jesus in the Exodus.  We face the inevitability of death.  “…all day 
long” writes the Apostle Paul, like “sheep for the slaughter.”  Yet in Christ 
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we are “more than conquerors through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:36, 
37).   

Provision, Law, Tabernacle 

 Being delivered after 430 years of slavery you would think that 
worship would be easy.  But it was easier to complain.  And the Israelites 
did it in abundance.  Where is Christ in Exodus?  We see Him in the manna 
(bread from heaven), in the water from the rock (1 Corinthians 10).  The 
Apostle Paul uses the behavior of the Israelites during the Exodus as an 
example of how we shouldn’t be. 
 After 430 years under the oppression of sinful leaders, God 
graciously pronounces a clear, wise, just and holy law.  God also gives 
detailed instructions on worship, the tabernacle, the priestly garments to be 
worn.  It makes us wonder if, on the Road to Emmaus, Jesus pointed out 
that His body was the true temple (John 2:19), that He was the true High 
Priest (Hebrews 3:1) and that He was to be the object/person of our 
worship (Philippians 2:9, 10). 
 It is in the midst of this deliverance and glorious wisdom and 
instruction that we see the apex of sinfulness among the delivered people.  
They want a god of their own design so they fashion a golden calf.  It is 
here that God threatens judgment and Moses pleads for the people.  And 
God hears the pray, the intercession of Moses, as He hears the intercession 
of Christ.  The confidence of the Israelites in terms of their own deliverance 
had little or nothing to do with their own power, might, goodness or 
strength.  Similarly, our confidence over the great enemies of sin and death 
is firmly placed upon the shoulders of Christ.  It is with this knowledge 
that Paul issues the challenge: 

Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and 
furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also makes intercession for us (Romans 8:34). 

 Exodus ends with the tabernacle construction completed.  We read 
that it was filled with the “Glory of the Lord”.  The cloud by day and the 
fire by night, God led the Israelites in all their journeys.   
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Christ, Our Passover 

 As you can see, there are numerous occasions and events in Exodus 
which prepare us to understand the person and work of Christ.  When one 
would leave Chicago on Route Sixty-Six all the signs essentially pointed to 
its end, the Pacific Ocean.  The signs on the road of the Old Testament all 
point to Living Waters of Christ. 
 Of all the signs, there may be none as profound as the Passover.  The 
Apostle Paul is not unclear when he references this greatest of Old 
Covenant events and assigns it to Christ, “Christ, our Passover”.  
Interestingly enough Paul brings this to our attention in the context of 
church discipline.  In the same way the Israelites were called to purge out 
every particle of leaven during the Passover, Christians are to continually 
search and seek to purify their own hearts.   
 We are not to keep the feast with the leaven of “malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1 
Corinthians 5:8).  It must be said here that our sincerity, our truth, our 
efforts at overcoming malice and wickedness are not the gospel.  There are 
two very distinct things in the Passover as there are two very distinct 
things in the Christian faith.  There was the sacrifice and there was the 
feast.  
 We are to keep the feast (and by feast I extend it to all our thoughts, 
words and deeds) in sincerity and truth, seeking to extract all the leaven of 
sin in our lives.  But the feast is not the sacrifice.  It is Christ and Christ 
alone who is the Lamb of God.  It is His blood and His blood only that He 
applies, as it were, to the doorposts of our hearts by faith, that diverts the 
snare of death.  Similar to the Israelites, God will hear the prayers of His 
enslaved children. 

The pangs of death surrounded me, And the floods of 
ungodliness made me afraid. 5 The sorrows of Sheol 
surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me. 6 In my 
distress I called upon the Lord, And cried out to my God; He 
heard my voice from His temple, And my cry came before 
Him, even to His ears (Psalm 18:4-6). 
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Questions for Study 

1. Describe some advantages of reading about Christ in the Old 
Testament (pages 2, 3)? 

2. What would the Jews have thought when John referred to Jesus as 
the Lamb of God (pages 2, 3). 

3. Why is it dangerous to put too much faith or extract too much 
comfort from worldly people or things (page 3)? 

4. How was the birth of Christ similar to the birth of Moses (page 3)? 

5. Were the Israelites always happy with their deliverance and freedom?  
How is this similar to our walk as Christians (page 4)? 

6. Why would God harden Pharaoh’s heart (pages 4, 5)? 

7. Why would God, so to speak, lead the Hebrews into a point of no 
return?  How is this similar to the Christian faith (pages 5, 6)? 

8. What are some ways we see Jesus in the Law, Tabernacle, Priesthood, 
etc. (page 6)? 

9. Elaborate on how Chris is our Passover and why the Apostle Paul 
would bring this up (page 7). 
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