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Route Sixty-Six 
Part One 
Genesis 

(John 5:39; Luke 24:27) 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39). 

And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in 
all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself (Luke 24:27). 

Introduction 

 A movie by the name of Saving Mr. Banks was made in 2013.  It 
chronicled the difficulties Walt Disney faced in seeking to convince P. L. 
Travers to allow her books to be made into the sixties blockbuster, Mary 
Poppins.  There is an intriguing scene where Travers is ridiculing the 
whimsical nature of Disney’s approach to the film.  She seemed to detest 
the notion that all children need is a “spoonful of sugar” to be equipped for 
life’s inevitable difficulties.   

Whimsey and sentiment should not prevail in her idea of the movie.  
Disney makes the near fatal mistake of seeking to punch back with the 
words, “Says the woman who sent a flying nanny with a talking umbrella 
to save the children.”  Horrified at the shortsightedness of the movie 
mogul, Travers laments, “You think Mary Poppins has come to save the 
children, Mr. Disney?”   

I saw Mary Poppins in the theatre when it came out in 1964.  Having 
four children, I’ve watched it numerous times since.  I never realized Mary 
Poppins was not there, primarily, for the children but for the father.  It 
made me want to re-watch the movie. 

God the Son entered human history at a time and place where the 
religious community was very conversant with the Scriptures.  But very 
few of them seemed to truly grasp what they Scriptures were about.  One 
of the routine criticisms from the mouth of Christ was the blindness on the 
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part of His detractors to properly read the Scriptures in such a way as to 
ascertain who He was.  From His birth to His miracles to His resurrection, 
had they read the Scriptures aright, they would have discerned “the sign 
of the times” (Matthew 16:3). 

In the midst of one Jesus’ heated discussions He informs them of 
their blindness in their studies.   

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39). 

 They’re reading their Bibles, seeking to extract eternal life.  But like so 
many of us, they are only seeing what they want to see and refusing to see 
what they need to see.  What a wonderful Bible study it must have been 
when, on the Road to Emmaus, Jesus, beginning with… 

…Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself (Luke 24:27). 

Beginning With Moses 

 So let’s begin with Moses.  The first five books of the Bible (the 
Pentateuch-five volume book) are written by Moses.  This morning we begin 
with Genesis.  The Hebrew title of Genesis is In The Beginning (after the 
opening words).  The Greek title is Genesis (origin).  How is Genesis about 
Jesus? 

Jesus: Creator God, Covenant Established, Gospel Proclaimed 

 Genesis begins with God creating all things out of nothing.  Not out 
of thin air, but out of nothing.  Oh that we would have the wisdom to 
plumb the depths of the implications of that simple fact.  It would change 
our thinking entirely.  But let us move forward.  The Apostle Paul, in 
Colossians 1:16, makes the astonishing proclamation that it is through Jesus 
that all things were created, visible and invisible.  From the very beginning 
we learn that Jesus is not merely another character in the unfolding drama 
of history and redemption.  Jesus, as the Second Person of the Trinity, is the 
Creator.  He will, as a man, enter the very history He created.  But He will 
never lose His God-hood.   
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 In the first three chapters of Genesis we also see the establishment of 
a covenant.  It was a covenant of works by which Adam and all of his 
posterity was bound.  This covenant required personal, entire, exact and 
perpetual obedience which would receive the promise of life, the breach of 
which resulting in death.  Adam was told that on the day he disobeyed 
“you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17).   
 Adam ate and things have not been right ever since.  Life can we a 
wonderful experience.  But even at our best, we know something is amiss.  
And even if we can convince ourselves nothing is amiss, death is 
inevitable.  But God would not leave man at the mercy of his own fatal 
failure.  Shortly after Adam’s breach, God would clothe him with animal 
skins (first blood sacrifice) we then read the Scripture’s first 
pronouncement of the gospel.   

At the dawn of history the promise of Christ is heralded.  The seed of 
the woman (why two gospels begin with genealogies) will crush the head 
of the enemy of God’s people.  Sin and death will not be the ultimate 
victors.  Where Adam would fail in the covenant of works, Jesus would 
not.  Jesus would be the covenant keeper and extend His victory to us by 
faith.  It is now a covenant of grace for those who are in Christ. 

Noah, Babel, Sodom and Gomorrah  

 One would think that such a glorious promise by God would be 
blissfully embraced.  But the fall of man cast us, not merely from God’s 
good pleasure, but to a frame of mind that had no regard for God’s good 
pleasure.  Simply put, we didn’t care that God had made a promise of 
redemption.  The consequences of the fall resulted in an unquenchable 
desire to obtained god-hood in ourselves.   
 The rejection of God and the embracing of evil was universal and 
abject.  Every thought of every person was “only evil 
continually” (Genesis 6:5).  We might call this an experiment of what 
happens to the human race when God leaves men to their own devices.  By 
the grace of God, Noah was the only one who valued peace with God.  He 
preached, but no one responded.  We learn from the flood that if left to our 
own natures, judgment is inevitable. 
 So maybe heaven is something we should desire.  How does one get 
there?  I can almost imagine Jesus asking Cleopas that question during 
their Bible study.  “I suppose one might build a tower” he could have said.  
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We might consider it silly that people think a tower to heaven can be built.  
And yet our lives are full of vain attempts toward self-fulfillment and self-
actualization.  As if we are capable, on our own, of reaching the zenith of 
human potential.  If the zenith of heaven, then a tower to get there is folly.  
There was a corporate cognitive dissonance of human that led to the efforts 
of Babel.  Those building the tower did not realize that the book is not 
about the children.  God may be the finisher, but we think we can be the 
author.  Even the means.   
 The entire world may never again fall into the type of judgment we 
saw during Noah.  But neither will we obtain the requisite wisdom, 
holiness and righteous to ascend into heaven.  God’s promise that there 
will not be a worldwide judgment, does not mean He will not continue to 
judge in history, as evidenced by Sodom and Gomorrah.  Love of carnality 
and hatred of anything good or truly heavenly still plagues humanity.  We 
are in desperate need of help.  Help which God supplies. 

Abraham and Isaac 

 We can only speculate that when Jesus was teaching His Bible study 
that He asked what they thought of the story of Abraham and Isaac.  The 
nail-biting story of a father called to sacrifice his only son ends with the 
audience wiping their brow in relief that God withdrew His command that  
Abraham sacrifice Isaac.  Again, we can only guess that Jesus, in His 
instructions on how the Scriptures were about Him, taught that His Father 
did not hold back the dagger of death.  Although there are lessons about 
faithfulness and human idolatry to be learned from the story of Abraham 
and Isaac, the primary story is how the Father did sacrifice the Son. 

Jacob and His Sons 

 Isaac, of course lives, and has his own sons, Jacob and Esau.  Much 
can be learned regarding God’s decrees and providence from Jacob and 
Esau, but we move forward to Jacob and his twelve sons.  What jumps out 
in that story is the jealousy of the brothers toward Joseph.  His own 
brothers conspire to either kill him or sell him into slavery.  Do we not see a 
similar disposition at the incarnation?   
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He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him (John 
1:11). 

 In Jesus’ own parables, He teaches of the cold response He would 
receive: 

But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, 
saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us (Luke 
19:14). 

 But Joseph ascends to the right hand of Pharaoh.  He is given all 
authority and the evil done to him by the hands of men become the means 
by which he saves many. 
  
All the Families of the Earth 

 When we reread Genesis in light of the person and work of Christ, 
we begin to see how it all anticipates His great work of redemption.  We 
have here merely given a very brief survey.  But there is one recurring 
theme-a covenantal theme, that we see many times.  There is a covenant 
promise that through the seed of Abraham “all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14).  How is that 
about Jesus? 
 We are not left to guess or speculate here.  We are taught, quite 
specifically what it means when we read that in Abraham, “all the families 
of the earth shall be blessed.”   But interestingly enough, in the midst of 
the New Covenant church, there is still great need to clarify and emphasize 
how this blessing works-how it is obtained.   
 The context of our answer is in the midst of a chastisement.  The 
Apostle Paul is calling out the churches in Galatia.  He begins his 
reprimand in Galatians 3:1 with the epithet “foolish” anoetoi (unintelligent, 
dull-witted).   They are then informed that they have been “bewitched” 1

baskaino (deceived, beguiled).  What was this foolish bewitchment? 
 They somehow thought they could approve themselves before God 
by their own efforts, actions and even religious observances.  There is an 
endless barrage of fig-leaves and towers seeking to make their way into the 

 It actually begins with the interjection O, as an exclamation.1
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church, into the hearts of men and women.  This is not, and since the fall, 
never was the means by which we find peace with God.  How is Genesis 
about Jesus?  This glorious and oft repeated promise that the seed of 
Abraham would be a blessing to all the families of the earth is the gospel of 
Christ itself. 
 To an audience of church members who were beginning to believe (to 
be bewitched) that their own ethnicity, goodness or religious observances 
could somehow set them apart as favored in the eyes of God, Paul explains 
this great promise found in Genesis. 

Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of 
Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham 
beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” 
9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing 
Abraham (Galatians 3:7-9). 

 One of the great points of emphasis revived during the Reformation 
was that of Sola Fide, that salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone.  This 
great, oft repeated Abrahamic blessing in Genesis is that we are “justify-
ied” dikaioi  (that is, acquitted of our sins and declared righteous) by faith 
in Christ alone. 
 A works righteousness ever knocks at the door of even the regenerate 
heart.  We need to be ever reminded of what our flesh wants us to forget-
that peace with God is found through the righteousness of another. 
 Genesis ends with Israel happy and well-fed, but in Egypt.  Joseph’s 
final request recorded in Genesis is that when God brings them to the 
promised land, that would “carry up my bones from here” (Genesis 
50:25).  And the very last line of Genesis is that they embalmed Joseph “and 
he was put in a coffin in Egypt” (Genesis 50:26).  Things were good in 
Egypt, but only for a while. 
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Questions for Study 

1. Who or what is the Bible about?  How should we know this (pages 2, 
3)? 

2. Discuss Jesus and creation (page 3). 

3. What do we learn regarding a covenant in the first three chapters of 
Genesis (page 4)? 

4. Where is the first blood sacrifice recorded?  Why is this significant 
(page 4)? 

5. What did we learn about the human race through the account of 
Noah (page 4)? 

6. In what ways have mankind sought to build towers to heaven (page 
5)? 

7. How is Abraham and Isaac similar to the God the Father and God the 
Son?  How are they different (page 5)? 

8. Discuss the similarities between Joseph and Jesus (pages 5, 6). 

9. What does the promise to Abraham that in him “all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed” refer to (pages 6, 7)? 
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