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Route Sixty-Six 
Part Six 
Joshua 

(John 5:39; Hebrews 4:8-11) 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39). 

For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have 
spoken of another day. 9 There remains therefore a rest for the people of 
God. 10 For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his 
works as God did from His. 11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that 
rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience 
(Hebrews 4:8-11). 

Introduction 

 We had a rather animated conversation with one of the residents at 
the Beacon Light Mission last week.  This man had clearly been reading his 
Bible and when he realized that we were more than eager to answer 
questions and discuss the things of God, he became like a kid in a candy 
store.   

One question which seemed to occupy and antagonize him a bit was 
this notion of eternal security.  Eternal security is a term conveying the idea 
that once a person comes to faith in Christ, they will remain in that state of 
grace.  They cannot lose their salvation.  Yet the Bible, and our own 
personal experiences, give numerous examples of people falling away from 
the faith (Hebrews 6:6; 1 Timothy 1:19, 20; 2 Peter 2:1). 

We explained that perhaps his difficulty resided in the common terms 
used to describe the subject under our consideration.  The more well-
known terms such as eternal security or once-saved always-saved, though 
perhaps technically accurate, fall short of sufficiently describing the 
substance of the matter.  The more precise, and Biblical, term is “the 
perseverance of the saints” described as those who “keep the 
commandments of God and their faith in Jesus” (Revelation 14:12). 
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The call to perseverance is primary in the Epistle to the Hebrews.  
Notice the conditional conjunction in the following verse. 

For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our 
original confidence firm to the end (Hebrews 3:14). 

 The Apostle John offers an example of those who failed to heed the 
call to persevere. 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they 
had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they 
went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them 
were of us (1 John 2:19). 

 And Jesus, in the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13), explains some 
potential reasons why certain people fail to persevere.  The Christian faith 
is often described as a battle or a war (Romans 7:23; 2 Corinthians 10:3; 
James 4:1; 1 Peter 2:11).  And those who have called upon the name of the 
Lord are also called to endure in that war to the end.  It was in the midst of 
Jesus anticipating intense persecution that He conveyed this message: 

Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against parents and have them 
put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all for my name’s 
sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved 
(Matthew 10:21, 22).  

 It is here that we begin to see Christ (if not the entirety of the 
Christian faith/walk) in the book of Joshua.  More on that in a moment. 

History of Israel 

 This morning we begin a new section of the Bible addressing the 
History of Israel.  The first five books of the Bible are called the Torah, the 
Pentateuch or the Law.  All of these books are written by Moses and 
describe events prior to entering Canaan (the Promised Land).  Although 
the Gospel is certainly contained in those five books, it has been suggested 
(at least in an illustrative sense) that at the end of Deuteronomy the law 
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had served it’s purpose.  The Law can lead us to the Promised Land but it 
cannot bring us into the Promised Land.  We might stand like Moses, 
gazing but not entering.  In order to enter the Promised Land we need a 
Joshua. 

It is worth noting here that the Greek (the language of the New 
Testament) form of the Hebrew (language of the Old Testament) name, 
Joshua is Jesus (which means savior or Jehovah is salvation). 

The next twelve books we study will contain the History of Israel.  
From Joshua to 2 Chronicles we will see God’s people in Canaan.  Ezra, 
Nehemiah and Esther record events after they are expelled. 

A Survey of Joshua 

 So a brief survey of Joshua:  Joshua records events that take place 
after the death of Moses.  Joshua will now lead the people where Moses 
could not-across the Jordan to the Promised Land.  Events we see in Joshua 
include: 
 The story of Rahab, the harlot (and also ancestor of Jesus, Matthew 
1:5) who takes allegiance with God’s covenant people in their battle against 
Jericho.  We read of the Israelites called by God to follow the ark across the 
Jordan.  In order for the Jordan to be halted, allowing safe passage, those 
who bore the ark were required to stand in the Jordan.  This was the second 
time God had halted water for safe passage.  But it was a little different. 
 When God split the Red Sea through Moses, the people were in fear, 
being pursued by the Egyptians.  They were not required to stand in the 
sea prior to it splitting.  But now the Israelites were on the pursuit and God 
called them to, as it were, put their toes in the water.  It would be foolish to 
think that their toes somehow stopped the Jordan from flowing.  A 
recurring theme in Joshua is that God had given the victories into the 
hands of His people even prior to the battles taking place.  There is 
nonetheless a call to move forward-to trust-to put our feet in the water. 
 A new generation will be circumcised.  The covenant renewed.  The 
manna will now stop.  They will no longer live in tents but eat of vineyards 
and olive groves.  It is in Joshua that we read of the walls of Jericho coming 
down and many other great conquests through Joshua.  As we read of these 
military conquests, we must be reminded that these nations had climbed to 
the upper crest of evil (Genesis 15:16).  They were sacrificing their own 
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children and were engaged in vicious darkness.  Israel, under Joshua 
would be like the flood of Noah but in a surgical and specific sense. 
 Also, the uniqueness of Joshua’s mission (unlike any military mission 
today) had the special and prophetic command and presence of God in 
very supernatural ways (hailstones from heaven and the sun standing still 
in the sky).  Large portions of Joshua contain the assigning of the land to 
the various tribes of Israel.   

They would also be reminded of what they were warned against in 
Deuteronomy, they dangerous spiritual and moral territory and the 
potential influence this would have on them.  They were not to comingle 
with the other nations.  This is similar to the admonition given by the 
Apostle Paul where Christians are called to be careful regarding the 
fellowship they have with unbelievers and the potential contamination of 
our souls (2 Corinthians 6:14-18). 

Joshua will end with the death of Joshua, but not before he cautions 
God’s people regarding false gods.  Keep in mind that this warning is not 
primarily directed at the world but the church.  There is a great temptation 
within the boundaries of the church to follow and promote the gods of the 
age.  The congregations are to be astute and judicious.  We are to “test all 
things; hold what to what is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21).  We are to 
“weigh what is said” (1 Corinthians 14:29) and “test the spirits” (1 John 
4:1) against the word of God, as Jesus taught “thy word is truth” (John 
17:17).  Or as we read in Hebrews: 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of 
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from 
his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to 
whom we must give account (Hebrews 4:12, 13).  

Jesus in Joshua 

 Where do we see Jesus in Joshua?  As we already observed, it is in the 
very name (Jehovah is salvation).  But the mission of Joshua is referenced 
specifically by the author of Hebrews just prior to the passage we just read 
on the powerful nature of the word of God. 
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For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have 
spoken of another day. 9 There remains therefore a rest for the people of 
God. 10 For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his 
works as God did from His. 11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that 
rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience 
(Hebrews 4:8-11). 

 What do we make of this?  Those who like to critique the Scriptures 
might find yet another difficulty for their list.  For the words of Hebrews 
do, at first blush, seem to conflict with the words recorded (numerous 
times) in Joshua. 

The LORD gave them rest all around, according to all that He 
had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all their enemies 
stood against them; the LORD delivered all their enemies 
into their hand (Joshua 21:44). 

 Had He given them rest or not?  In a certain sense they had been 
given rest and in another sense they had not been given rest.  They may 
have had military rest, even by the hand of God!  But that does not always 
translate into or result in eternal rest.  Would it not be the epitome of short-
sightedness for the Israelites to enjoy the military victories while failing to 
grasp the eternal power and infinite goodness and mercy of the God who 
had delivered them? 
 Is there not a greater land than Canaan?  Is the summit of our faith 
contained in the possessions He grants us within the grasp or perception of 
our hands or eyes?  We read so many accounts of Jesus healing the blind, 
sick and lame.  Yet how transitory are these blessings?  They lack 
permanence.  If someone gave you sight then promised you life, would you 
not still be blind if you were to refuse it? 
 I must say it makes me a little nervous (although it can be 
appropriate) when a positive event happens in somebody’s life and they 
react by proclaiming that God is good.  It is true, and I don’t mean to 
downplay the value of praising God for our blessed events.  But we must 
be a people with deeper minds and more profound hearts. 
 God may give us certain levels of rest and victories on this side of 
glory.  But it will never be true rest until we enter our eternal Sabbath rest.  
We must not be overly attached to our external things, even those given to 

!  6



us as a blessing from God, lest we forget that (or to whom) all those 
blessings are to point.   
 There are lessons about Christ and our life in Christ to be found in 
Joshua (in all the Old Testament Scriptures).  Indeed, at times it can be 
difficult to grasp the typology of the events (a ‘type’ is an Old Covenant 
event, thing or person which foreshadows a fulfillment in the New 
Covenant or in eternity).  But we must understand the limitations of types 
and foreshadows. 
 Is deliverance from the slavery of Egypt a type of deliverance from 
sin?  Yes.  But what of those who died in the wilderness due to unbelief 
(Hebrews 3:7-12)?  Is Canaan a type of heaven? Perhaps.  But if so, why the 
conflicts and threat of expulsion?  The types and events of the Old 
Covenant are not always easy to grasp and they almost always fall short (as 
signs tend to do in relation what they signify).   
 But we do learn in Joshua that it is God who delivers, while at the 
same time calling us to do battle.  This is very similar to the salvation 
presented in the New Covenant: 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, 
not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for 
it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure (Philippians 2:12, 13).  

 In a world full of darkness, we are to bring the light of Christ to the 
nations, not just in Canaan, but to all the world.  And we are not to “grow 
or fainthearted” (Hebrews 12:3) but we are to be diligent, persevering to 
the end. 
 To what extent the world will be subdued by the love, grace, mercy 
and wisdom of God, is an eschatological argument.  I happen to think the 
effects of the gospel will be globally very significant.  But even if you don’t 
think that to be the case.  Even if you are unclear regarding the global 
victories this side of the final resurrection, what should not be unclear is 
the call of Christ to be diligent and persevering in the “commandments of 
God” and our “faith in Jesus” (Revelation 14:12), that we might enter our 
eternal rest in Christ. 
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Questions for Study 

1. What is eternal security?  Why is that, perhaps, not the best term?  
What would be a more precise and biblical term (page 2)? 

2. What do we make of those who appear to fall away from the faith 
(page 3)? 

3. What are the limitations of the Law?  Discuss what else is needed 
(pages 3, 4)? 

4. Highlight some of the more significant events and themes we see 
highlighted in Joshua (pages 4, 5). 

5. Had Joshua given the people rest?  Explain your answer (pages 6, 7). 

6. What is a ‘type’ and what are its limitations (page 7)? 

7. How does the author of Hebrews use Joshua as a lesson in the New 
Covenant (page 7)? 
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