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Route Sixty-Six 
Part Seven 

Judges 
(John 5:39; John 14:27) 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39). 

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do 
I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid (John 
14:27). 

History of Israel 

 This morning we are in the second of twelve books (seventh book 
overall) in the Bible addressing the History of Israel.  The first five books of 
the Bible are called the Torah, the Pentateuch or the Law.  All of these books 
are written by Moses and describe events prior to entering Canaan (the 
Promised Land).  Although the Gospel is certainly contained in those five 
books, it has been suggested (at least in an illustrative sense) that at the end 
of Deuteronomy the law had served its purpose.  The Law can lead us to 
the Promised Land but it cannot bring us into the Promised Land.  In order 
to enter the Promised Land we need a Joshua (which is the Hebrew form of 
the Greek name, Jesus). 

Joshua had replaced Moses and successfully led the campaign to 
bring Israel against the extremely corrupt surrounding nations.  But Joshua 
ends with the death of Joshua and a the beginning of a new period in 
Israel’s history entitled Judges.  Judges covers a period of about 350 years, 
from the conquest of Canaan (1400 B.C.) until just before Samuel, who 
anointed the first king of Israel (1050 B.C.).   

Judges should not be understood the way we generally define the 
word.  A judge would periodically be placed in Israel as a temporary 
deliverer from precarious situations into which they had placed 
themselves.  There were twelve judges.  The six more notable ones were 
Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson.   

The book of Joshua ends with the somewhat glowing commendation.  
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Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had known all the 
works of the Lord which He had done for Israel (Joshua 
24:31). 

 But how would Israel do now that one of the great types of Christ 
(and those strongly influenced by him) was gone?  The repetitive theme in 
Judges is conveyed in the words we read over and over: 

Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord 
(Judges 2:11; 3:7, 12; 4:1; 6:1; 10:6; 13:1). 

 Not to overstate the significance of Joshua, but he serves well to 
demonstrate that a deliverer is not merely needed to obtain deliverance, 
but to preserve deliverance and continue to bring deliverance to others.  
Jesus may start a church, but that church should not be deceived into 
thinking that it will continue to function, to be a lampstand for Christ, if 
they lose their love for Christ and faithfulness to ever follow Him.  How 
many beautiful chapels in Europe have become skateparks and bars! 
 Judges conveys, with horrifying clarity, what a flickering wick Israel 
had become.  It is not a dull book.  But it is one that might make the family 
Bible reading quite uncomfortable.  The recurring theme in Deuteronomy 
which was obeyed by Joshua (not to be conformed or influenced by the 
surrounding nations and their idolatry and subsequent evil) had been all 
but ignored.  Israel had become a spiritual and moral vacuum.  One is 
hard-pressed to find a hero, a suitable role model for the youth.  How does 
this happen?   

A Survey of Judges    

 It has been suggested that the theme of Judges is “Failure Through 
Compromise”.  A brief survey of Judges begins with very subtle (almost 
unnoticeable) compromises which inevitably leads to its corruption.  They 
did continue to battle, but chose not to entirely drive out the Canaanites 
(which serve as a type of ungodliness).  What harm is there in allowing a 
certain amount of evil to continue?  Would that not demonstrate a 
forbearing spirit?    

!  3



Paul writes of the sexual immorality at the church of Corinth and 
how instead of mourning, they are “puffed up” (1 Corinthians 5:2).  There 
is a bizarre and thoughtless notion buzzing the hallways of churches that 
because Jesus receives us just as we are (how could it be otherwise) that He 
endorses and chooses to leave us just as we are.  No true encounter with 
the Living God in the person of Christ leaves a person the same as they 
were.   
 It did not take long for Joshua’s absence to result in an Israel who…  

…did not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for 
Israel (Judges 2:10). 

 Many of us who were not raised in Christian homes can recollect the 
regenerative and transforming work of Christ in our lives.  But our hearts 
are concerned for those raised within the boundaries of a delivered people-
a covenant people-that they do not know that work nor the Lord who does 
it.  And we begin to notice the remnants of the sin of the world we left, 
seeking to cling to the next generation.  The enemy ever wants them and 
will find numerous avenues to reach them.  This was the course seen in 
Judges, so God raised up individuals, Judges (Judges 2:16) to, as it were, 
keep them from going entirely off the rails. 
 In time, the mild compromises became more severe.  The sinful 
nations were not merely tolerated, they intermarried, then engaged in the 
worship of their false gods and inevitably became grotesquely immoral.  
The idolatry, immorality and violence in Judges (not merely by the 
surrounding nations, but by Israel as well) is astonishingly unsettling.   
 We read of woman hammering pegs into the temple of a man she 
pretending to be friendly with.  Abimelech (Gideon’s son by a concubine) 
kills all 70 of his brothers (except for the youngest) and is eventually 
indecorously killed himself by a women dropping a millstone on his head.  
We read the terribly sad story of Jephthah the Gileadite and his rash vow to 
sacrifice his daughter.   
 We then have the very popular story of Samson.  This great hero of 
Israel had all sorts of strength but glaring weakness when it came to 
women.  Not only did he marry a Philistine (which itself was the source of 
untold troubles for him and Israel and the Philistines) but he was easily 
manipulated if nagged long enough, which eventually cost him his life. 
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 But one of the most disquieting events in Judges has to do with the 
Benjamites (who were Israelites) and their perversion which was 
remarkably similar to the Sodomites.  The story is told about a “certain 
Levite” who took for himself a concubine (which itself is a sign of moral 
degeneration).  This concubine then plays the harlot.  The Levite responds 
by seeking to win her back by “speaking kindly” (Judges 19:3) to her and 
so forth.  On their way home it’s getting dark but he does not want to 
spend the night in the city of the Jebusites because they are not “of the 
children of Israel” (Judges 19:12).  He thinks it would be a better idea to 
stay in Gibeah because the “men of the place were Benjamites” (Judges 
19:14).  They were descendants of Benjamin, the youngest son of Jacob. 
 As they are sitting in the town square an old man offers them a place 
to stay (we can assume he realized that it would not be safe for them to 
hang out in the open square).  The text indicates that the certain Levite 
accepts the invitation and that they were “enjoying 
themselves” (interesting how this is added, as if to add to the heinous 
nature of the event) when “perverted men, surrounded the house” 
demanding the man be brought out so they can have their way with him. 
 Similar to the story of Lot in Sodom and Gomorrah, the master of the 
house does the unthinkable and offers his own virgin daughter and the 
concubine.  So they take the concubine, have their way with her all night 
and leave her dead at the door.  The Levite then divides her into twelve 
pieces and sends her throughout the territory of Israel.  This caused a war 
between Israel and the Benjamites which almost resulted in their extinction. 
 Aside from Israel’s somehow disallowing this to go unpunished, 
there is no positive spin on this story.  Maybe there were ten righteous 
Benjamites (Genesis 18:32), but by all outward evaluation, that portion of 
Israel had become like Sodom and Gomorrah.  The men of the city were 
perverted and the men in the house were cowards.   
 But even in a story like this we begin to see the subtle failure through 
compromise.  If we live in a world where it is appropriate to have 
concubines, why is it inappropriate for the concubine to play the harlot?  If 
we live in a world where there are harlots, why is it inappropriate for the 
doors to amorous to be open to any types of attraction between any types 
of genders or species?  And now, since all the walls have been removed, by 
what standard will you say it is wrong for one to force their affections upon 
another.   

!  5



 I have little doubt that many would view the final statement in the 
previous paragraph as a non-sequitur.  And that should serve to notify us 
how like Israel we have become.  We arbitrarily set barriers based upon our 
own comfort and affections.  And the enemy of our souls mounts the earth 
movers of our own fleshly inclinations against those flexible, paper-mache 
walls and in time, the blade of the bulldozer before us and the cliff behind.  
This is the inevitable outcome of a people who engage in another of the 
repeated theme in Judges that “everyone did what was right in his own 
eyes” (Judges 17:6; 21:25). 
 The bruised reed of Israel remained in covenant with God for the 
simple reason that when they would hit the bottom of the spiritual, moral 
and impoverished well, they would “cry out to the Lord” (Judges 3:9, 15; 
4:3; 6:6, 7; 10:10).  In a moment of divine instruction God bid them “cry out 
to the gods which you have chosen” (Judges 10:14).  But like a loving 
parent, we read that God’s “soul could no longer endure the misery of 
Israel” (Judges 10:14). 
 We are a fickle people.  When cancer strikes, when planes hit 
buildings, when confronted with plagues and oppression, the churches 
become full.  But the nature of such a fickle faith cannot endure.   

Where is Christ in Judges? 

 Where is Christ in Judges?  One is hard-pressed to find a suitable 
type of Christ in Judges.  It might be easier to use Judges as an example of 
what happens when the church chooses to supplant Christ with what is 
right in its own eyes.  But operating under the assumption that a true altar 
in the Old Covenant served as a place where God and man would meet, 
one of the few examples of an altar being built to the glory of God is found 
in Judges 6:24 and is erected by Gideon. 
 Gideon (the fifth Judge of Israel), though far from perfect, is where 
we find Christ as we see Gideon find Christ.  Gideon, like many of us 
begins as an insignificant symbol, seeking to hide his goods from the 
oppressive Midianites.  When the Angel of the Lord appears to him, he 
asks questions we might ask: “…if the Lord is with us, why then has all 
this happened to us? And where are all the miracles” (Judges 6:13)?  
Gideon’s initial response to the call of God contains, “Oh!...if…
why?...where?...Show me a sign. 
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 But by the power and grace of God, Gideon is converted.  He builds an 
altar.  In the New Covenant the point of contact is not an altar but is word 
and sacrament.  It would be to eat and drink in remembrance of that to 
which the altar pointed-the cross of Christ.  Gideon’s altar would be called 
“The-Lord-Is-Peace”(Judges 6:24). 
 Gideon would now meditate upon a peace he had never known.  
Even still, it would be a mere shadow of the greater peace of which Jesus 
would speak: 

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid (John 14:27). 

 With his new found peace, Gideon now moves forward for Christ.  
Thus is the nature of a sanctified soul.  For the building of a true altar is to 
be followed by the tearing down of the false altars.  These were altars in his 
own house, erected by his own father (Judges 6:25-27).  How joyous it must 
have been for Gideon to see the conversion also of his own father, Joash.  
And when the men of the city wanted to kill Gideon for his act of courage 
and righteousness, Gideon’s father uttered a statement I fear many 
Christians today are hesitant to utter. 

Would you plead for Baal (Judges 6:31)? 

 In a world of sin and darkness, it is expected that when one 
advertises their commitment to ungodliness, that their fellow pagans will 
rejoice with them.  But it is an act of contempt for God and hatred and 
negligence for our fellow man to endorse or even hold our lips (or to put it 
in Ezekiel’s terms-fail to blow the trumpet-Ezekiel 33:6).  We are not to 
walk in the counsel of the wicked, stand in the way of sinners or sit in the 
seat of scoffers (Psalm 1:1).  We are not to approve of those who practice 
ungodliness to the peril of their own souls (Romans 1:32), but rather expose 
them (Ephesians 5:11). 
 Gideon was now a new man. The “Spirit of the Lord clothed 
Gideon, and he sounded the trumpet” (Judges 6:34).  With a mere 300 
men, Gideon would defeat an entire army almost 500 times its size.  All this 
to demonstrate what Israel so easily forgot and what the church must ever 
remember, and that is, no matter how powerful we think we are.  We are of 
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ourselves impotent to succeed.  We are utterly dependent upon the hand of 
God for any true and eternal deliverance. 

Questions for Study 

1. What are the limitations of the Law (page 2)? 

2. Define “Judge” as it pertains to the book of Judges (page 2). 

3. Compare the end of Joshua with the beginning of Judges.  What 
differences are there (pages 2, 3)? 

4. What is a suggested theme of Judges? Why (pages 3, 4)? 

5. How can compromise affect the church?  What are examples of the 
infractions seen in 1 Corinthians 5:1, 2 in the church today (pages 3, 
4)? 

6. Are there dangers for those in the covenant community who have not 
seen God work in certain ways?  Explain (page 4). 

7. How are the events in Judges very unsettling (page 4)? 

8. Why is the notion of everyone doing right in their own eyes so bad 
(pages 5, 6)? 

9. Where and how do we see Christ in Judges (pages 6, 7)? 
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