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Route Sixty-Six 
Part Eight 

Ruth 
(John 5:39; Hebrews 10:9, 10) 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39). 

…then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.” He takes 
away the first that He may establish the second. 10 By that will we have 
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all (Hebrews 10:9, 10). 

Introduction 

 I was disappointed about having lost my Bible.  It had become 
familiar.  I knew what part of the page to look in order to find familiar 
verses.  Having become dog-eared it would automatically open to sections 
that had a certain appeal to me.  But I lost it.  Years later the church 
secretary buzzed me that I had a visitor.  She sent the person to my office.  
A woman walked in holding a very old and weather-beaten looking Bible.  
It was mine. 
 She said she’d found it on the curb.  In loading my car I evidently left 
it.  The woman was not a Christian but she picked it up, brought it home 
and put it on her shelf.  She told me that after a few months she decided to 
take it off the shelf and read a bit.  After a little reading, she drew the 
conclusion that it would be a good idea to go to church.  She did.  In time 
she came to faith.  After many years in the same community she came to 
recognize the name written in the Bible-my name.  She felt the need to 
return my lost Bible. 
 She hunted me down and there she stood with my old Bible and the 
story of how the Bible (with no help from anyone) started her down a 
journey which led to her redemption.  I had acquired a new Bible so I told 
her she was free to keep the one used by God in such a wonderful way in 
her life. 
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 I shared this story with the man who had led me to Christ.  His 
takeaway from this was how important it is to just get the word out there.  
The word of God has great power (Hebrews 4:12, 13).  There is value in 
getting the word out.  As Jesus taught: 

Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what 
you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops (Matthew 10:27). 

At the same time, like the ark of the covenant, that power can go bad 
if abused (1 Samuel 4).  Partials truths or the twisting of the truth will find 
large followings.  It is very easy for the Christian faith to be reduced to a 
product where people are motivated financially or through pride.  Christ 
can be presented as if we’re selling laundry detergent.  There is a 
temptation to evangelize in a cold, distant and disconnected way.   

Don’t misunderstand, I believe there is a place for massive 
presentations of the gospel to as many people as will hear.  But most of you 
who are here, most people listening to this in their cars on the way to 
church, are attending church because somebody who cares about you 
invited you.  A caring, loving, thoughtful relationship is developed and 
evangelism is woven into a way of life rather than a singular message 
(again, not downplaying the value of a singular message). 

I mention this because in Ruth, we see the fruit of a loving and caring 
relationship between a mother-in-law and a daughter-in-law.  Ruth is a 
very short book and we are not given the details of all that led up these 
words by Ruth, but one gets the impression that Naomi (Ruth’s mother-in-
law) must have had an amazing impact upon Ruth.  What must that 
relationship must have looked like in order for these words to proceed 
from the lips of Ruth?   

Naomi is leaving Moab to return to Bethlehem and encouraging her 
daughters-in-law to remain for their own best interests.  Yet Ruth lovingly 
pushes back: 

But Ruth said: “Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back 
from following after you; For wherever you go, I will go; And 
wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your people shall be my 
people, And your God, my God. 17 Where you die, I will die, 
And there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me, and more 
also, If anything but death parts you and me” (Ruth 1:16, 17). 
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 It makes me wonder if I have had, or have even attempted to have, 
that kind of effect upon another person.  This is not thoughtless, emotional 
gushing by Ruth.  She is going to leave safety, comfort, familiarity to be 
with her mother-in-law.  But more than that.  Ruth will leave Chemosh (the 
god of the Moabites) and embrace the true and living God, the God of 
Naomi.  Perhaps the fact that Chemosh, similar to other Canaanite religious 
cults, offered human sacrifice (2 Kings 3:27), played a role in her 
willingness.  Either way, one gets the strong impression that Naomi’s love, 
wisdom, faithfulness and overall goodness was instrumental in Ruth’s 
conversion. 
 As we shall shortly see, Naomi and Ruth were not in a comfortable 
situation.  This, no doubt, tested their mettle.  Difficulties are that way.  
They tend to reveal the real you.  There was a depth in the relationships we 
examine in Ruth which should serve to arouse a deep and abiding 
godliness in our hearts and actions. 

A Survey of Ruth 

 What is the short book of Ruth about?  Unlike the books leading up 
to Ruth, you don’t see miracles, wars, revolutions, devastations or the 
disquieting and disgusting events we just examined in Judges.  Ruth offers 
a very sweet, loving and gentle (even romantic) microcosm.  In Genesis we 
saw the creation, the fall and Christ in the promise of redemption.  In 
Exodus we saw the great drama of deliverance and Christ in the Passover.  
In Leviticus we saw the reason for deliverance that we might worship the 
true and living Christ and enjoy Him forever.   

In Numbers we saw the call the prepare for battle.  Following Christ 
means we are in a spiritual battle with the world.  In Deuteronomy we read 
of the final cautions regarding the morally and spiritually dangerous 
territory that we will inevitably find ourselves.  So ended the Law. 

The Law brought the Israelites to the Promised Land but it could not 
bring them into the Promised Land.  It would take a Joshua (the Hebrew 
name for Jesus).  There is no entering into God’s promise without Jesus.  In 
Judges we began to see what happens if God’s people forget their need for 
Christ-the horrifying outcome to doing what is right in our own eyes.   

Ruth is the third book addressing the history of Israel.  But it is 
different.  It is not a big picture book.  Up until now all the books are a sort 
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of State Of The Union report.  We are looking at the world through the 
major networks.  But in Ruth, it is more of a personal diary.  It’s local news.  
How is God working intimately in the lives of individual people who have 
been negatively affected by the major lapses of society? 

The story of Ruth was during the time of the Judges (Ruth 1:1) and 
was likely written during the time of David (who is referenced in the brief 
genealogy in the end of the book-Ruth 4:18, 19).  As we discovered in our 
last meeting, good things were not happening during the time of the 
Judges.  In the opening setting for Ruth we read that there was “a famine in 
the land” (Ruth 1:1).  Why would there be a famine in a land where God 
promised abundance?  The land flowing with milk and honey now had 
neither.  Remember the numerous warnings God gave His delivered people 
(see Leviticus 26).  There is a call to persevere in holiness and there are 
consequences.  God is not a God of idle threats. 

We are ever called to draw near to Christ.  God does not promise a 
life free from difficulty.  In fact He seems to offer just the opposite.  But He 
does promise the infinite and eternal peace, which on this side of glory is 
found in hope.  Like David in the wilderness of Judah, we are to ever seek 
after God. 

O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul 
thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty 
land Where there is no water. 2 So I have looked for You in 
the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. 3 Because 
Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise 
You (Psalm 63:1-3). 

 Israel, as a people, were in rebellion and found themselves in a 
famine.  So the individuals in that parched land begin to look elsewhere for 
nourishment.  That itself is a message for the church to ever present Christ 
as food for the soul.  
 Elimelech (Naomi’s husband) decides it would be of benefit to head 
for Moab (a historical enemy of God’s people).  He goes there with his wife 
and two sons.  In time, he and both of his sons die.  Yet another example of 
the temporary sustenance the world has to offer.  As has been said, “They 
sought bread but found graves.”   1

 Baxter, Explore the Book, p. 35.1
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 Add to this that the two sons married Moabite women, which was 
also prohibited (Deuteronomy 7:3).  So the entire context of Ruth is what 
we call in sports, out of system.  Israel was in rebellion resulting in famine 
and its inhabitants were tempted to go where they should not have gone 
and do things they should not have done.   

Yet their time in Moab had not entirely snuffed out faith.  Naomi, like 
the prodigal son (Luke 15:17), had become aware that the Lord “had 
visited His people by giving them bread” (Ruth 1:6).  She would now 
head back and is willing to be like one of the hired servants.  Her two 
daughters-in-law clearly love her and desire to go with her.  But it is Ruth 
who clings to her.  It is Ruth who demonstrates genuine conversion in her 
willingness.  A truly converted person is unwilling to share the 
preeminence of Christ with lesser gods.  As Jesus taught: 

So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has 
cannot be My disciple (Luke 14:33). 

 We may not excel or reach perfection in following our Master.  But we 
are to ever know who are Master is and ever seek to follow Him.  We see 
the unwavering conversion of Ruth in those words were earlier read.  It 
was not a conversion that would immediately yield comfort. 
 Arriving in Bethlehem, Ruth becomes a poverty stricken gleaner.  
These are people who wander the fields, picking up scraps according to 
God’s law to provide for the poor (Leviticus 19:9, 10).  As providence 
would have it, Ruth gleans in a field owned by a relative of Naomi’s 
husband.  He is a wealthy man named Boaz.  Long story short, Boaz takes 
notice of Ruth and makes sure she is provided for and protected.  But he is 
a noble, older man and makes no gesture of advancement toward Ruth.  It 
is precisely here that having a Jewish mother-in-law can become 
immensely helpful. 
 Naomi advises Ruth to “wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on 
your best garment and go down to the threshing floor” (Ruth 3:3).  Boaz 
is clearly dragging his feet so it’s time to fish or cut bait.  Naomi’s advice 
continues (and it must be said that there was nothing inappropriate about 
this someone odd, yet message-bearing ritual).  Ruth is told to wait until 
Boaz has finished eating and drinking (his heart being “cheerful” Ruth 3:7) 
and lies down on the threshing room, uncover his feet and lay down.  This 
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ritual apparently served as an appeal (as the following verses so indicate) 
by a widow for protection. 

Now it happened at midnight that the man was startled, and 
turned himself; and there, a woman was lying at his feet. 
9 And he said, “Who are you?” So she answered, “I am Ruth, 
your maidservant. Take your maidservant under your wing, 
for you are a close relative” (Ruth 3:8, 9). 

 How wonderful this must have been for Boaz.  But there was still yet 
another hurdle.  For there were laws within the context of Israel when it 
came to a kinsman redeemer.  What is a “kinsman redeemer”?  There were 
land considerations.  Naomi, no doubt out of desperation, “sold the piece 
of land which belonged to Elimelech” (her husband, Ruth 4:3).  It was up 
to the “nearest redeemer” (Leviticus 25:25) to purchase back the land.  
Boaz was a “close relative” (Ruth 3:12) but there was one, unnamed in the 
text, who was closer. 
 The offer of kinsman redeemer had to be given to this man first.  And 
he initially seems interested.  How Boaz’ heart must have sunk!  But then 
the nearest kin was informed of Ruth and how he would be required to 
care for her and “perpetuate the name of the dead through his 
inheritance” (Ruth 4:5).  In other words, if you want the property, Ruth 
comes with the deal.  For some reason, this addition to the transaction 
would negatively affect his own inheritance so he was out. 
 The story ends very happily.  Naomi becomes the grandmother she 
had always desired to be.  It is worth noting the elation experienced by 
Naomi with the birth of her grandson.  The whole event is described in the 
most celebrative of terms:  

Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who 
has not left you this day without a close relative; and may his 
name be famous in Israel! 15 And may he be to you a restorer 
of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-
law, who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, has 
borne him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her 
bosom, and became a nurse to him. 17 Also the neighbor 
women gave him a name, saying, “There is a son born to 
Naomi” (Ruth 4:14-17a). 

!  7



 It is also worth noting that this delight and jubilation was in the heart 
of Naomi even though none of her blood was in the child.  It was her 
daughter-in-law and a relative of her husband. 

Christ in Ruth 

 So where does one find Christ in Ruth.  When Jesus taught that the 
Scriptures testify of Him, where is that testimony in Ruth.  One obvious 
reference is found in the closing verses.  Ruth ends the way the gospels 
begin, with a genealogy. 

Now this is the genealogy of Perez: Perez begot Hezron; 
19 Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot Amminadab; 
20 Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon; 
21 Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed; 22 Obed begot 
Jesse, and Jesse begot David (Ruth 4:18-22-compare Matthew 
1:3-5).  

 We see Christ in the lineage presented in Ruth.  We also see in Ruth a 
seminal preview of the international nature of the New Covenant.  Ruth, a 
Moabite, is grafted into the covenant people of God and not in a secondary 
role.  She is named as an ancestor of Jesus. 
 Not to overstep the boundaries of poetic/typology, but at least in an 
illustrative sense we see in Ruth, Naomi and Boaz the church, Christ and 
the Spirit.   

As been stated, it was Naomi who would ensure the application of 
these redemptive events take place.  Without Naomi there would be Ruth 
and Boaz but they were never meet.  So necessary the Holy Spirit.  It is the 
Holy Spirit who directs our hearts to our Redeemer and we would be ever 
lost without Him. 

And Ruth, like the those in the church, begins as a person seeking not 
after God.  One thinks of the words of Isaiah quoted by Paul: 

I was found by those who did not seek Me; I was made 
manifest to those who did not ask for Me (Romans 10:20). 
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God reached out to a Moabite while in Moab.  But He did not leave 
her there.  Her journey was not an easy one.  She began as a beggar in the 
field, but then by Naomi to the threshing floor and ends with the riches 
and protection of Boaz.  God finds us in our blindness.  He loves us first 
and bids us to follow-to count the cost-and by His Spirit we enter into what 
may very well be a costly journey which ends with the riches of heaven. 

And Boaz, like Christ, faithfully fulfills the role of kinsman redeemer.  
It has been said that there are three things necessary for the kinsman 
redeemer to redeem.  He must have the right to redeem, the power to 
redeem and the will to redeem.  It has been suggested that this other, closer 
kinsman was the Law.  It certainly had the right.  The law is “just, holy and 
good” (Romans 7:12).  But the Law has not the power.  It is weak due to 
our flesh (Romans 8:3) to redeem.  And it most assuredly has no will to 
redeem, but rather condemn (Romans 3:20).  This closer kinsman retreated 
when he realized that redeeming had a cost that he did not wish to pay.   

But Christ, like a greater than Boaz, has the power.  As He stated His 
reason for healing the paralytic that they “know that the Son of Man has 
power on earth to forgive sins” (Mark 2:10).   And unlike all others, Jesus 
most certainly has the right for He has been given “all authority in heaven 
and on earth” (Matthew 28:18).  But perhaps most beautifully He has the 
will.  And it is will consistent with His Father. 

…then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O 
God”…10 By that will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Hebrews 
10:9a, 10). 

 May we, like a faithful Ruth, ever place our hopes and trust under the 
covering of Christ. 
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Questions for Study 

1. Is there power in the word of God?  Is it possible for that power to be 
abused?  How so (pages 2,3)? 

2. Are there any observations or assumptions we can make when it 
came to Ruth and her relationship with her mother-in-law?  What 
kind of effect did this have on Ruth (pages 3, 4)? 

3. What era in Israel’s history do we find Ruth?  What were things like 
at this time?  Discuss the context in which Ruth was written.  How 
was Ruth different than the other books in the Bible leading up to it 
(pages 4, 5)? 

4. How were the events in Ruth “out of system”?  How was Naomi like 
the prodigal son (page 6)? 

5. Was Ruth’s conversion an easy transition for her?  Explain (page 6)? 

6. Where can we see Christ, the church, the Spirit and the Law in the 
relationships in Ruth (pages 8, 9)? 
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