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Route Sixty-Six 
Part Ten 
2 Samuel 

(John 5:39; John 2:19-21) 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me (John 5:39). 

Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up.”20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to 
build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was 
speaking of the temple of His body (John 2:19-21). 
 
Introduction 

 I encountered an old friend this week who indicated that he finally 
stepped down from a job he’d been doing and enjoying many years.  When 
I asked why he stepped down, he indicated that the job requires a great 
deal of energy and, pushing seventy, he’s just running out of gas.  But then 
the story went a little deeper.   
 This man is local and a committed Christian.  In the past year or two 
he and I interacted as I sought to help him through a difficult season with 
some challenging personalities bringing troubling times into his life.  He 
said he felt he could have last longer in his post, but these recent trials 
proved very fatiguing and he felt it expedited his road to retirement.  He 
also conveyed that these trials showed him weaknesses in his own faith 
which he felt he wanted to address.  It was both lamentable and 
encouraging. 
 A recurring theme I have noticed among people who have raised 
their children and are nearing retirement is that they thought things were 
going to get easier, but they have not.  The golden years can bring many 
challenges.  There are the natural physical challenges that come with age, 
but that is not what I am focusing on here.  I am speaking of spiritual, 
psychological and moral challenges.   

These types of things can be exhausting and tempt you to step out of 
the race-to think it appropriate the ride the sidelines of any ministerial or 
redemptive undertaking.  After all, you completed your education, raised 
your family, faithfully provided, you deserve some down time.  This can 
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also happen in a microcosmic way with younger people.  You’ve had a 
trying year, month, week or day and you deserve a break. 

And most certainly there is a place for respite.  The sabbath was 
designed for this very thing (Exodus 20:8-10).  Green pastures and quiet 
waters are to be enjoyed (Psalm 23).  In the midst of the Apostles’ 
tumultuous schedule Jesus bid them  

Come aside by yourself to a deserted place and rest a while 
(Mark 6:31). 
   
But rest is something to be earned.  It is one thing to rest from your 

labor, it is quite another thing to so habitually rest that you have no true 
labor to rest from. 

How long will you slumber, O sluggard? When will you rise 
from your sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, A little 
folding of the hands to sleep—11 So shall your poverty come 
on you like a prowler, And your need like an armed man 
(Proverbs 6:9-11). 

 “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop” may not be found in the Bible 
verbatim, but in principle, there are no shortage of passages which teach 
this very thing (Ecclesiastes 10:18; Proverbs 12:24).  God has designed us to 
work, even before the fall (Genesis 2:15).  And to pursue a lifestyle of 
leisure is to open oneself to unguardedness and indulgence.   
 Such is a central theme in 2 Samuel.  2 Samuel covers a forty-year 
period of David’s reign as king.  For the first half of the book, which is also 
the first half of David’s reign, we see God’s kingdom and His king at the 
pinnacle of glory.  It may all be summed up in the simple phrase, 

And the Lord gave victory to David wherever he went (2 
Samuel 8:14). 

But at the midpoint of the book and the midpoint and high point of 
David’s reign, we read that… 

…at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent 
Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel (2 Samuel 11:1). 
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 “All Israel” but not David.  It is while all his people are working in 
obedience to the call of God that David crawls out his bed, spies a woman 
and engages in an act that will be the downturn of 2 Samuel, his reign as 
king, the victories of his kingdom and the peace of his own household. 

Survey of 2 Samuel 

 More on this before we conclude, but first a brief survey of 2 Samuel.  
2 Samuel begins with David hearing the news of Saul and Jonathan’s 
(Saul’s son) death.  It is a bizarre account of a man (an Amalekite) lying to 
David about killing Saul at Saul’s own request (being in anguish).  The 
man, little doubt, thought this would place him in good standing with 
David since it was common knowledge that Saul sought David’s life on 
numerous occasions.  He couldn’t have been more wrong. 
 David had the man put to death for killing the Lord’s anointed.  
Apparently, in the mind of David, you don’t kill the Lord’s anointed, even 
if he asks you to.  And as horrible as Saul was to David, David offers a 
beautiful song (The Song of the Bow) in honor to Saul and Jonathan.  Saul 
had become wicked and he deserved what he received.  But like God 
Himself, David took no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezekiel 18:23). 
 David is not immediately made king over all the nation.  He is first 
made king of Judah then later over Israel.  He is rapidly recognized as a 
great leader.  1 Samuel ended with the crushing blow of the Philistines over 
Israel but David leaders his people in victory over what had been an 
almost unbeatable army. 
 In the midst of these great victories, David is committed to proper 
worship.  Chapter seven is highly significant in that it is here that David, 
having recognized the great house in which he lived, thought it was 
improper for the ark of God to dwell “inside tent curtains” (2 Samuel 7:2).  
David wanted to build a permanent structure for the ark, a house for God.  
It is here that God responds by saying that He will build a house for David 
(2 Samuel 7:11).  God is the one who builds the house. 
 It would be David’s son, Solomon, who would build the house, who 
would also write, 

Unless the Lord builds the house, They labor in vain who 
build it; Unless the Lord guards the city, The watchman stays 
awake in vain (Psalm 127:1). 
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 And the house God would build would be superior to the one 
pondered by David or constructed by Solomon.  But we will finish with 
that momentarily. 
 It is during these high points that we observe the touching story of 
David’s king and redemptive acts to deceased Jonathon’s young, lame son, 
Mephibosheth.  We might not pay much attention to something along these 
lines in our culture with our great and appropriate sensitivities regarding 
disabilities and their attending laws and organizations.   

But this is all a relatively modern phenomenon.  Kings throughout 
history were about preserving and advancing their kingdom.  And 
spending time with a disabled child had no pragmatic, political, economic 
or military advantage.  It is here we see a foreshadow or Christ the King, 
who would utilize His great power and authority for the weak, sick and 
sinful. 

Jesus answered and said to them, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance” (Luke 
5:31, 32). 

 It is about here that we begin to read of, what has been called, 
Triumph Turned To Troubles Through Sin.  Time does not permit a full 
treatment of this great sin of David.  A few observations are worthy of 
mention:  
 As stated, David was enjoying what might be viewed as well-earned 
leisure with his many great victories.  But ease of life and great victories 
can leave us with a perceived lack of need for prayer and watchfulness in 
terms of our own vulnerabilities.  His guard wad down. 
 The crushing troubles to the kingdom and his own family all began 
with a glance.  How different his life would have been had he, as Job, made 
a covenant with his eyes not to gaze inappropriately (Job 31:1).  Such a 
temptation was somewhat unique to a king who had a rooftop to gawk and 
gander.  Today it is at anyone’s fingertips. 
 David had no accountability.  There was no one willing to speak 
sense into him (something that may have proved very costly considering 
David’s power).  And as sin tends to do, one led to an even greater.  The 
Scriptures are forthright about Uriah (Bathsheba’s husband) and what a 
noble man he was.  Yet David, because of self-interest, is unmoved and 
plots the death of one of his own “mighty men” (2 Samuel 23:39).  It is also 
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worth noting that David makes Joab, his commanding officer, an 
accomplice in his sin.  Add to this the pain inflicted upon the woman 
herself.  Bathsheba “mourned for her husband” (2 Samuel 11:26). 
 It might be asked (as it has been many times) how could it be possible 
that David would be considered a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 
13:14) after such a nefarious sin/crime?  Some things to consider, none of 
which excuse the sin: 
 David lived in an environment where kings did as they pleased.  
They took who they want.  They killed whoever they desired.  Human 
history is barbaric.  David was in this sense a product of his time.  Even 
still, David’s entire life was generally marked by faithfulness. 

…because David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
and had not turned aside from anything that He commanded 
him all the days of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the 
Hittite (1 Kings 15:5). 

 Of course, “the matter of Uriah the Hittite” was monstrous!  But let 
us not think for a moment that David walked away unscathed.  Sin is a 
destroyer.  Truly, we are saved by grace through faith in Christ.  Truly, our 
sins are removed as far as the east from the west, god has “removed our 
transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12).  When it comes to being justified 
before a holy God, because of the blood of Christ, we are seen as righteous 
(Romans 5:1).  But none of this should suppose that there are no 
consequences for sin in this life.   1

 David’s life would be full of affliction.  Not only did notable victories 
come to an end in the second half of 2 Samuel, David’s own home would 
be corrupt beyond measure.  The sword would never depart from his 
house (2 Samuel 12:10).  His own children would abuse and murder each 
other.  His beloved son, Absalom would rise up against him and eventually 
be killed.  Incest, fratricide, rebellion, civil war, revolt and more all 
“traceable to David’s sin.”    2

WCF, 19:6. Although true believers be not under the law, as a covenant of works, to be thereby justified, or condemned; yet is it of great use to them, as well as to others; in that, 1
as a rule of life informing them of the will of God, and their duty, it directs and binds them to walk accordingly; discovering also the sinful pollutions of their nature, hearts, and 
lives; so as, examining themselves thereby, they may come to further conviction of, humiliation for, and hatred against sin, together with a clearer sight of the need they have of 
Christ, and the perfection of his obedience. It is likewise of use to the regenerate, to restrain their corruptions, in that it forbids sin: and the threatenings of it serve to show what 
even their sins deserve; and what afflictions, in this life, they may expect for them, although freed from the curse thereof threatened in the law. The promises of it, in like manner, 
show them God's approbation of obedience, and what blessings they may expect upon the performance thereof: although not as due to them by the law as a covenant of works. So 
as, a man's doing good, and refraining from evil, because the law encourageth to the one, and deterreth from the other, is no evidence of his being under the law; and, not under 
grace. 

 Baxter, J Sidlow, Explore the Book, p 81.2
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 In reading this a thought rings in my ears (and I could give an 
account of many) of a person who had committed a painfully devastating 
sin.  Maybe twenty years have come and gone and the collateral damage of 
this sin still dwells.  But within weeks of a “you are the man” moment (2 
Samuel 12:7-where Nathan informs David that he has been found out), this 
person’s dismissive attitude of their destruction surfaced with the words 
“but there’s grace right?”  So unlike David’s words, “I have sinned against 
the Lord” (2 Samuel 12:13).  
 One last word of David before we conclude with where Christ is 
found in 2 Samuel.  We can trust that David was a man after God’s own 
heart when we read Psalm 51.  This is an account of that which took place 
in David’s heart “When Nathan the Prophet Went to Him, After He Had 
Gone in to Bathsheba” (Psalm 51 heading).  One is hard-pressed to find a 
more penitential passage in all of Scripture, nor one which more beautifully 
expresses what it means to be forgiven of God.  It’s been said: 

David’s fall should put upon their guard all who have not 
fallen, and save from despair all those who have fallen.  3

Jesus in 2 Samuel 

 It might sufficient to end here.  For Christ is to beautifully and power 
center-screen in the referenced Psalm.  But we must briefly touch upon the 
house that God had promised to construct in chapter seven.  For there is 
the David Covenant, the promise that God will establish an everlasting 
kingdom-a throne upon which Son of David, the Son of God will ever 
reign. 
 The kingly office of Christ is anticipated with the words: 

When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I 
will set up your seed after you, who will come from your 
body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a 
house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My 
son (2 Samuel 7:12-14a).  4

 Baxter, J Sidlow, Explore the Book, p 80.3

 There is an immediate fulfillment through Solomon, but the ultimate fulfillment through Christ.4
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 The redeeming power and strength and salvation found in David 
was not that he would build a house for God, but that God had promised 
to build a house for him (2 Samuel 7:11).  And to the extent that the church 
continues to preach Christ and Him crucified, that house continues to 
advance. 

Questions for Study 

1. Discuss the need and dangers of leisure (pages 2, 3)? 

2. Why would David kill the person who killed Saul (page 4)? 

3. What do we learn of David in his interactions with Mephibosheth 
(page 5) 

4. Note the variables surrounding David’s fall into sin (pages 5, 6). 

5. How can David still be considered a man after God’s own heart 
(pages 6, 7)? 

6. Where is Jesus found in 2 Samuel (page 7)? 
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